Dear parent / carer
It is with great sadness that I write to you regarding the sudden loss of one of our own. Ted
Sanderson, a brilliant member of the Woodham Academy community, passed away on Tuesday
21st June. Many of you will already be aware of this news, but it is important to both recognise
Ted, and also give information regarding the support that is available to all students, who
potentially might struggle to cope with the event.
Ted was simply a wonderful young man. He was outgoing, friendly, thought provoking, articulate
and to some degree, ‘quirky’. Staff have taken great pride in describing their relationship with Ted,
highlighting his enthusiasm for life, his willingness to give opinions, but also listen to the opinions
of others. Ted took a really active role in school life, with interests including music, art, English and
Religious Studies. Ted shared a love of rock music with Dr Lycourinos, and they had many
exchanges regarding their passion for the genre. Similarly, Miss Thomas was so proud of how Ted
could inspire an entire class to listen to his extensive knowledge of niche topics such as the C.I.A.,
the troubles in Northern Ireland and gun law. He truly was a remarkable young man.
Whilst the emotion around Ted’s death is obviously still quite raw, it was an honour to deliver a
remembrance assembly to everyone this morning. In this assembly, I tried to purvey the type of
young man that Ted was, highlight his personality, share stories from staff members and also think
about how we behave to one another, knowing now how precious life can be. Information about
how we are supporting our community was also shared (details below)
Can I take this opportunity to thank you all for your ongoing support and the kind messages that
we received as a school. For those who would like to commemorate Ted’s life with floral tributes,
we will be setting up an area at the front of school near main reception, where these can be laid.
Can I ask that if you wish to do this, please make it after 4.30pm in line with our safeguarding
procedures, be aware that the school gates automatically lock at 8pm. Alternatively, students can
place flowers here during school hours.
All of our thoughts and prayers are with Ted’s family at this time.

Andrew Bell
Headteacher
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Support for students:
C Rooms area in school – Emotional Wellbeing Support staff (both our own and NHS)
Student Support – Current pastoral team
Steph Ellis – Early Help Coordinator (current staff member)
Existing staff – always available for students
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