Update 10th July
Dear Parent / Carer,
16 weeks ago today, I addressed every member of the Woodham community, informing them that school would
be closed for the vast majority of students for the foreseeable future. A lot has happened in this time period and
nobody can be fully certain how and when everything will return to ‘normal’. However, ‘normal’ is at the forefront
of our reopening plans in September. Yes, we will have a far greater emphasis on safety and hygiene, but as I sat
with Mr. Morgans and Mrs. Dickinson this week to plan for September, we were unequivocal in our aim to make
sure that once students are inside classrooms, lessons, subject content, teaching, teachers etc. were all as close to
‘normal’ as possible. I have a series of meetings over the next few days with a variety of groups within school in
order to finalise our plan for September. As you will appreciate, 6 weeks in the world of COVID19 is a long time, so:


By Friday 17th July – Overview plan to all parents / carers as to what school will look like come September



By Friday 21st August – Detailed plan to all parents / carers. This will allow us to adapt to any changes in
government guidance over the summer.

At this minute in time, and so parents / carers understand what we are planning towards, I have outlined below
some general principles for September:
1. Year groups will be isolated from one another (the bubble principle)
2. Teachers will move between bubbles, as agreed in the DFe documentation, which means all children will get
their correct teacher for all subjects. This is very important to us as a school
3. The start and end to the school day will remain as consistent as possible, with slight staggering to allow for
improved distribution of students
4. Students will line up outside between every lesson, in order to significantly reduce the use of indoor corridors
5. Students will have lunch in year groups, with lunch being slightly extended to accommodate all 5 year groups
6. Initially, no extra-curricular activities will be taking place in school
7. All students and staff will hand sanitize as they enter every room
8. All students will be allocated a coloured badge for their blazer, which will correspond to a year group. This will
help everyone identify which students are meant to be in which area
9. Full school uniform will be worn, again as agreed in the DFe documentation
10. We will continuously monitor and adapt our plan if required / government directs us
General information / updates
Tues 1st Sept
- PD Day for staff. No children in school on this day
Wed 2nd Sept
- Year 7 only in school. School begins 8:45am
Thursday 3rd Sept
- All students return. School begins 8:45am
Art Department
The Art department have decided that some students may wish to have some of their own materials when we
return in September. You should soon receive full details through ParentPay. These sets are not compulsory for
Year 7 & 8 but we would recommend them highly for students going into Year 9 & 10 who have picked art as an
option. All payments are due via ParentPay by 24th July at 9am to allow time to process orders and receive the
goods in time for September.
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Virtual Activities Week
Last week I informed parents that for the last week of term, no ‘official’ work would be set by teachers. Instead, we
are providing a Virtual Enrichment Week. The tasks will be emailed to students, but I have included them below in
case this is an issue.
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And finally…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9paDmxgAPw
For the majority of our parents / carers, 1998 was a period of time when we felt young and had our whole lives
ahead of us. We might have just received our first mobile phone; I got mine in 1997, and Facebook was something
that happened whilst reading on a bus and going over a bump. Lots has changed. Most of it for the better. We must
understand that, just like the Ford Focus in the video, the fundamental principle is that it remains a car. It gets you
from A to B, just the more modern one does it slightly more efficiently and safely. The return to school in September
remains for the purpose of quality education, it’s just slightly different. As a generation of young people, our
students have seen so many rapid changes that I have absolutely no doubt that they will adapt to the new
conditions brilliantly. It’s possibly the parents / carers that will take more time? We, as adults, regularly use lines
like ‘it used to be like this’ ‘I had one like that’. We naturally compare things to the past. Come September, we all
must adapt to a new school model, but not an educational model. Education in its basic form hasn’t changed for
centuries and nor should it. The passing on of knowledge and experience underpins society. This will continue, just
with a slightly different wrapping. I thank you as ever for your support and for taking the time to read the updates.
As I said, it’s the adults that might take the most time to adapt, not the children.
Stay safe,

Andrew Bell
Headteacher

