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Headteacher Christine Forsyth writes….

This week’s sunny weather heralds the start of the
written GCSE exams. These are the culmination of five
years of secondary education and are the passport to
college, apprenticeships and employment. Staff have
done everything possible to prepare students through
lessons, after-school sessions and the provision of
revision materials. It is now up to Year 11 to revise and
then demonstrate their knowledge. I wish everyone well
and know that we will all be very proud of them in
August when we see the results.
Just as Y11 leave, we begin the process of getting to know our future students in Y5 and Y6. In September,
Y7 will be full with the maximum of 220 students. As there are very few applications to the UTC from Y9,
numbers overall will increase by around 100 students. To accommodate this, we are improving dining
facilities and building a new sandwich bar for September. We are also modernising the final science lab and
improving facilities in art.
The next half term is an exciting one with a range of special events. We hope to see you all at our Year 7
and 8 celebration events, Sports Academy Presentation Evening, Art Exhibition and Summer Concert. I also
look forward to seeing lots of proud parents at prom.
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Save the Date
Write them in your phone or stick them on the fridge so you don't forget.
Tuesday 11th June
Tuesday 11th June
Friday 14th & Friday 21st June
Thursday 20th June
Wednesday 26th June
Tuesday 16th July

-

Year 5 Open Morning 9.30am -11am
Year 5 Open Evening 6pm-7pm
Year 5 Open Morning 9.30am-11am
Year 7 Celebration Evening 6pm-7pm
Year 6 Transition Evening 6pm
Year 8 Celebration Evening 6pm-7pm

Upcoming Events at Woodham Academy
Monday 13th May
11th – 27th June
Wednesday 19th June
Wednesday 26th June
Thursday 27th June
Thursday 27th June
Monday 1st July
Tuesday 2nd July

-

Wednesday 3rd July
Monday 8th – 12th July

-

GCSE Exam series begin
Year 5 visits (Speak to current Primary school for exact date)
Woodham Sparkies Science 4pm-5.30pm
GCSE Exams end
Year 6 Transition Day
Year 11 Prom from 6pm – Redworth Hall
Sport Academy Presentation Evening 7pm – Xcel Centre
Year 6 SEND Parents ‘Evening (Please ring Woodham Academy for
appointments)
Summer Concert 7pm
French Trip

Woodham Academy Uniform Sizing Dates
24th 25th and 26th June from 3.30pm.5.30pm
3rd 4th and 5th July from 3.30pm-5pm

Dates for Next Parents’ Mailing- Thursday 11th July
Upcoming Assessments at Woodham Academy

Date

Year

th

5 June -7 June 2019

Year 7

10th June – 14th June 2019

Year 9

17th June – 27th June 2019

Year 10

1st July – 5th July 2019

Year 8

th
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Summer Term Holiday 2019
Friday
Monday
Friday

24th
3th
28th

May
June
June

School closes for half term
School re-opens
Professional Development Day school closed to students

Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

19th
2nd
3rd
4th

July
September
September
September

Summer term ends
Professional Development Day school closed to students
School Year begins – Year 7 only
School Year begins – All students

Woodham Sparkies Primary Science Club
Woodham Sparkies Science Club is open to all year 5 and 6 students. Students complete practical science
sessions throughout the year.
TIME

4.00-5.30pm

DATE

SESSION

Wednesday 19th June 2019

Celebration Evening
Rocket School – Physics

Please note: If attending for the first time parents/guardian need to sign permission paperwork at the start
of the sessions. Parents are also invited to attend the celebration evening in June. To book your place,
telephone 01325 300328 or e-mail info@woodham.org.uk

Rewards at Woodham Academy
Students gain individual day-to-day recognition through the collection of achievement points. These are
awarded for good work, behaviour and effort. Further points can be achieved for equipment checks and
representing the school in a variety of activities. Students gain termly recognition through weekly rewards,
monthly reward weeks, reward trips and rewards assemblies, in which students are given the required
parameters for thresholds to access the trips available. Any behaviour points given are taken away from
achievement points and it is the net total which enables students to access the trips. The thresholds run on
a termly basis, meaning students need to hit a required net point threshold.

Weekly Rewards:Students from each tutor group are nominated for a hot chocolate and reward postcard.

Monthly Rewards:Heads of Department, Heads of Learning and Behaviour Welfare Workers nominate students from every
group to receive a reward at break time, where students will come to the boardroom to receive a cake
break with a senior member of staff.

Termly Rewards:Trip date

Venue

Friday 28th June

Lightwater Valley
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Parentpay
Thank you to everyone who has activated their Parentpay
account and keeps their child’s balance in credit. We
recommend that everyone checks their child’s dinner
money account at the beginning of each week to ensure
they have sufficient funds to purchase their lunch for the
coming week.
If you have not activated your child’s account, please do so
as soon as possible as the school no longer accepts cash or
cheques. You will need it to pay for trips, revision guides,
Prom etc. as well as receiving an emailed copy of the
Parents Mailing and other school correspondence. A copy
of your login details is available from school if required –
please contact Mrs Pyrah.
If you require any assistance,
please contact school.

Your support in using
Parentpay will help the
school enormously.

Contact us
If you need to get in touch with us urgently, please
telephone 01325 300328. If we can’t resolve a problem
immediately, someone will call you back the same day.
Please be aware that staff are often unavailable during the
school day due to teaching commitments and will return
your call after 3:15pm. If you need to report that your
child is unwell and unable to attend school, please
telephone school before 8:50am.

Communications
As we are moving more towards communication via text
messages and emails, could we please ask that
you inform us of any changes to your contact details.
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Student Support
Lost Property – Lost property around the school is handed
in at Student Support. This could be anything from a pencil
case to keys, glasses, coats, trainers etc. Please ensure
names are put in your child’s items where possible as this
will help us get the item back to your child as quickly as
possible. Please encourage your child to visit Student
Support if they have lost anything as items not collected by
the end of each term will either be donated to charity or
used in school where appropriate.
Lunch Time pass – We encourage all students to stay on
site during lunchtime however we recognise that some
parents prefer that their child returns home for lunch. If
you wish your child to go home for lunch, please ask them
to collect an application from student support and return it
to Mrs Scaife. Students, whose parents have given
permission for them to go home for lunch to the care of a
responsible adult, should leave site at 12.30pm and not
return until 1.10pm. Under no circumstances are students
to roam the streets, hang around in groups or be found in
the local vicinity, or the local shops. Should students be
found in such areas, on the first occasion the pass will be
removed for 1 week, the second occasion for 1 month and
the third occasion the pass will be removed for the rest of
the academic year. There will be active surveillance of the
area and students who leave school without permission
will face disciplinary action. Until we hear from you we will
assume that your child is to stay in school for their lunch.
Students who have requested a lunchtime pass will be
issued with a school pass with photo ID. Should students
forget or lose their pass, permission to leave school will be
revoked until a pass can be produced or until a
replacement is issued. Students will not be allowed to
leave school without a valid pass.
Water – We provide a water cooler in Student Support.
Please ensure that your child has their own water bottle to
refill- especially with the warmer weather coming.
Student Time tables – If your child is unsure of their
timetable, Student Support will be able to check for them.
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Student Support
Signing In and Out
All students that are not at morning or afternoon line up, must sign in at Student Support. This is for both
our safeguarding and health and safety process. If your child needs to leave site during the school day for
an appointment, they also need to sign out. For a student to leave site, the school must be informed prior
to the appointment. If we have not been informed, we have a duty of care to confirm the appointment with
a parent/ carer which may delay students getting to their appointment on time.

First Aid and Illness
Student Support should always be your child’s first point if they are injured or feeling unwell. If your child
rings you first, please encourage them to go to Student Support and speak to a member of staff. Injuries
will be treated by a qualified first aider and recorded within school. The member of staff will then make a
judgement if parents/ carers needs to be informed immediately and /or further medical advice sought. If
the student is fine and only minor treatment given, if any, the student will be returned to lesson.
If a student is unwell, they will be offered water and perhaps some time out of lesson. Again a judgement
will be make if they should try to return to lesson. If this is the case, they will be given a note advising their
teacher they are not feeling 100% but are going to try lessons. If they are too poorly to return to class
parents/ carers will be contacted by the member of staff and advising for them to go home. It is always
helpful if you have encouraged your child to come into school when they are not feeling very well to inform
the school of the situation.

Collection of GCSE Certificates
GCSE Certificates are still available to collect from reception from 9am until 4.00pm during term time.
Certificates are kept in school for 3 years from the date of the student leaving. After this time certificates
will be destroyed. Students will then need to apply to the relevant exam boards for copy certificates for
which there will be a cost per certificate.
Students who are unable collect their certificates in person can give written permission for someone else to
collect them on their behalf. The letter must name who is going to pick up the certificates and be signed by
the student. The person named in the letter must bring in some form of photographic identification.
All certificates must be signed for and checked by students or their nominated person.

Exam Contingency Day
The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) have announced a contingency day for the Summer exams series
2019. The date that has been set aside as the ‘Contingency Day’ is Wednesday 26th June 2019.
Therefore, in the event of a major disruption to scheduled exams, JCQ and/or the relevant awarding bodies
may decide to postpone an exam to another date in the June 2019 exam series.
This means that any students sitting external examinations in June 2019 must be available from Monday
13th May 2019 up to and including Wednesday 26th June 2019 to sit any exams that had to be postponed.

Please do not book any holidays for Y11 until after Wednesday 26th June 2019.
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Woodham Academy School Uniform
www.swi.co.uk
The school uniform continues to look smart and always receives compliments from visitors to the school.
Above is the link where you are able to buy the major items of school uniform. This is on the home page of
the school website and this goes into detail about both school uniform and what is an acceptable
appearance at school.
At times there can be a small number of students that do attempt to compromise areas of the uniform.
Below I will clarify some areas that have created some confusion for parents:
Shoes: Shoes should be black, leather, polishable shoes. No white or coloured markings or high tops are
acceptable. Knee high boots are not acceptable. In the winter we recognize that students may wish to
wear boots but trousers must be such that they can be worn over the top of the boots, not tucked in.
Ties, Blazers and Hoodies: Ties and Blazers must be worn at all times. Hoodies and sports jackets are not
part of the school uniform. Students will be asked to remove them and keep them in a safe place for the
remainder of the school day. They are not acceptable instead of a coat. In poor weather a waterproof coat
can be worn over the blazer or a jumper purchased from the school suppliers.
Hair colour: This must be a natural colour.
Girls:
Make up and nail varnish: - In years 7 to 9 makeup should not be worn at all, nor should nail varnish or
false nails. Students will be asked to remove make up etc. In years 10 and 11 make up is allowed but
should be subtle. Anyone wearing excessive makeup will be asked to remove it. This includes false
eyelashes. False nails, acrylic nails or bright coloured nail varnish are not allowed and we will insist that
students across all year groups remove them.
Skirts and Trousers :-The only skirts that are an acceptable school skirt are available from the school
suppliers. The link is above. Trousers that are skin tight or resemble leggings, jeggings or jeans are not
acceptable. If trousers have studs on they are jeans and will not be accepted. We have included some
pictures to help inform your choices as a guide as to what is acceptable.
Piercings and Jewellery: The only piercings that are allowed are one stud in each ear. Any other piercings
must be removed.
No bracelets are allowed in school. Again students will be asked to remove these.
Boys:
Trousers:-These must not be jeans. Anything that has studs on will be considered to be jeans and will not
be acceptable.
To try to ensure that the uniform policy is adhered to Tutors, Behaviour Welfare and the Leadership group
carry out regular school checks. Where there is a student that is not adhering to school policy parents are
contacted to discuss the issue. Some students will be removed from lessons and work will be given to them
whilst the uniform issue is resolved. If you do have any questions or need further clarification please do
not hesitate to contact the school and in the first instance ask to speak to your child’s Tutor. We endeavor
to maintain extremely high standards with our uniform and are very happy with your support. Occasionally
there are issues regarding the interpretation of uniform rules. We always seek to resolve these with you as
quickly as possible.
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Uniform Guidance
Acceptable Footwear
This document is intended to provide assistance and is not a definitive guide.
Should you have any queries about the suitability of shoes, it may be beneficial to contact the Behavior
Welfare Team prior to purchase.

Unacceptable Footwear
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Unacceptable Trousers

Please note that chain stores may sell items as school uniform which is not acceptable at Woodham
Academy. We DO NOT ALLOW tight or stretchy skirts, leggings, jeggings, jeans or trousers which look like
them.

Acceptable style Jackets/Coats
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Unacceptalbe style Jackets/Coats

Please do not put yourself to extra expense by buying or being persuaded to buy these items, which will
have to be replaced with acceptable Woodham Academy uniform.

Year Group Information at Woodham Academy
Year 7
This term our Year 7 parents and students welcomed the opportunity to discuss their progress since
September with their subject teachers. The event was very well attended and parents were extremely
pleased by the progress their children are making. I am sure that students will continue to make progress
on their last assessment cycle of year 7. Throughout the year we have monitored progress and made class
changes where necessary to ensure that students are taught in groups which are appropriate to their
academic need.
The process also includes communication with parents when we feel that a class change would be in the
best interest of the student. The progress of your child will continue to be monitored and changes made to
ensure they achieve their best academically throughout their time at Woodham Academy.
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for the support from our year 7 parents and carers
during this transition period.
Mrs A. Abson (Head of Learning Year 7)
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Year 8
Congratulations to all Year 8 students who qualified for the recent rewards afternoon and received post
cards in our recent rewards assembly, we had a high number of students achieving these rewards and long
may this continue. Students should now be working towards our next rewards event which will be next half
term. Further details about this will be passed to you in due course.
All options forms should now have been handed in and we will keep you informed as the options process
progresses. If anyone has any queries about options, please contact school and speak to either Mr Morgans
or Mrs Fawcett.
Year 8 students continue to have good attendance and are still the top year group in the whole school for
attendance. Year 8 students understand the importance of attendance and this continued good attendance
is having a positive impact on progress; results from Progress Check 3 show that Year 8 students are making
good progress. 8DS and 8SE should be especially proud of themselves as they have the highest attendance
in Year 8! Keep it up Year 8!
Following on from the Easter holidays, Year 8 students are continuing to work on their new schemes of
learning and exploring different options choices. Their next official assessment week will be end of Year 8
exams and will start on 1st July. Leading up to this, students will be working on revision techniques and skills
to help to support them in preparing effectively for these assessments. If any student feels they would like
to take advantage of our Homework Club to continue this revision and preparation at school, the Learning
Centre is open on: Monday, Wednesday and Friday lunchtime’s and every night after school.
Mrs V. Fawcett (Head of Learning Year 8)

Year 9
A group of 45 students from Year 9 took part in an enrichment opportunity to develop their science
knowledge and apply it to real world situations. The students visited Hartlepool Power Station to discover
how electricity is generated in a nuclear power station. Students had the opportunity to visit the turbine
and pumping room and talk to engineers who have helped develop the process used at the power station.
Students then visited the local nature reserve where to see a unique environment where rare and
endangered breeds are being supported.
Students have also been developing their study skills in the run up to the most recent progress check.
Students have been improving their revision skills and developing revision habits in preparation for GCSE
level studies. To help develop these skills students have been producing revision posters within tutor time
and exploring different revision styles which work for them in preparing for internal assessments.
Mr P. Groves (Head of Learning Year 9)

Year 10
As you will know the time is fast approaching when the Y11s will leave thus making the current Y10s, the
oldest year group in the school. The school will be looking to the Y10s to conduct themselves as
ambassadors for outstanding behaviour and excellent effort.
Shortly you will be receiving a report for your child. The nature of the reports has changed following
parental feedback and these will now reflect both the strengths and areas for development for each
student and in each subject. The idea behind this being it gives each student a snapshot of their current
abilities and what they can do to further improve in their forthcoming mock exams beginning Monday 17th
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June. Students should be using the areas for development identified in their report to carry out effective
revision over the half term break. Each student will have been given resources by their class teachers to
support this.
“Revising for our mocks and GCSEs has been made so much easier by the reports that teachers gave us. This
basically gave me the list of areas I needed to focus on for the upcoming exam”. Current Y11 student
Prior to their mock exams, students will be taking part in a tutor carousel which sees students receive
information on how to best deal with their exams. This will include how to revise effectively; how to create
a revision timetable and use it effectively. In addition, students will have the opportunity to learn more
about how to deal with the stress of exams.
During mock exam week students will be attending all timetabled lessons unless they have an exam. All
mock exams will be taking place in the main hall unless your child has an access arrangement in which case
they may be in a smaller room. Below is the draft timetable for mock exams to help students to prepare
further.

A mock exam results day will take place in July. This will enable both staff and students to build a platform
in preparation for their final GCSE year. In addition, this information will enable us to further support your
child by placing them in a tutor group with a specialist subject teacher for those areas we feel extra support
is needed. We will also have an additional number of form tutors moving into Y11 which will allow us to
offer more specialised support.
“I wish I’d taken the time to revise better for my mocks. Everything we covered in the mocks was
preparation for the actual exam. Now I feel like I’m having to learn it from scratch.” Current Y11 student
Mr N. Spoor (Head of Learning Year 10)

10

www.woodham.org.uk
Year 11
Y11 written exams started on Monday 13th May and appear to have started very well! Below are the
timetables for the exams in the coming weeks. Throughout the exam period, staff will be providing
students with bespoke booster and revision sessions both during the school day and after school to help
them prepare for their examinations. The ‘green’ sessions timetabled below are all of the additional
support sessions for students.
Just a reminder that all students should be attending school as normal up until the last main exam on Friday
14th June. Students should also be attending school and all exams in full school uniform. Students are
reminded that they are allowed to wear hoodies as they would an outside coat therefore hoodies should be
taken off in lessons.
We would like to wish all of our students the best of luck in the remainder of their examinations.
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Mrs E. Kell (Head of Learning Year 11)

Maths Update
Y11 students are currently sitting their GCSE exams in the Hall. Ideally all students
should have their own calculator. The earlier a student becomes comfortable with
their own the easier they will find it to use in an exam situation.
The models we recommend are: Casio FX83GT Plus or FX85GT plus or similar scientific calculators. These
are widely available.

Junior Maths Challenge
On Tuesday 30th April two Woodham academy maths classes from year 7 and 8 entered the United
Kingdom maths trust junior maths challenge. It is aimed at the most able maths students and 300000
students across the country took place. We look forward to receiving the results. Here are two example
questions. Have a go!

If you really want to see the answers they are below.
Answer D and D
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Year 7 and 8 Celebration and Information Evenings
These events take place on the following dates
Year 7: Thursday 20th June 6pm – 7pm
Year 8: Tuesday 16th July 6pm – 7pm
These evenings provide an opportunity to celebrate academic achievements and effort. All students will be
presented with a certificate of achievement, however there will be a variety of specialist awards for a
variety of categories including:







Subject awards
Progress
Academic achievement
Attendance
Tutor awards
Head of Learning award

It is expected that students attend these evenings and we hope that parents and carers come along too to
share their success and achievements. It will also provide a good opportunity to receive some information
regarding September 2019. Further information about the evenings will be given in due course.
Students in Years 9 and 10 will be recognised for their hard work and effort within an extended assembly
during the school day.

Year 8 French Study Visit July 2019
The Year 8 visit to sunny France is fast approaching and excitement is mounting!
Thank you to parents for their prompt payments of the final instalment.
I would like to remind you to please hand in all passports and EHIC health insurance cards. These can be
handed in to Mrs Pyrah at morning line-up.
There will be a Parents’ Evening on Monday 17th June at 5.30pm in the Main Hall to pass on information
regarding what you need to pack, the itinerary and accommodation arrangements as well as to update
medical and contact details, if necessary. I look forward to seeing you there.

Year 8 French Study Visit July 2020
The French trip for students currently in Year 7 is now fully booked up. Students who have already paid
their deposit have had confirmation of their place on the trip.
The second instalment of £80 is now due so we would appreciate any remaining payments to be made
promptly please. The final balance is due by the end of March 2020.
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Woodham Academy Art and Music Department
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