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  Headteacher Christine Forsyth writes…. 

I’m not the sort of person who looks back. However, as I clear my 
office of ten years’ worth of clutter, discovering interesting old 
documents, I can’t help but reflect on my career in teaching. This 
began in 1981 at the Lycée Emile Duclaux in Aurillac, France, 
where I worked as the English assistante. I enjoyed this so much 
that I decided to train as a French teacher once I finished my 
degree. I then taught French and German in Carlisle and Hull 
before moving to The English Martyrs School in Hartlepool as Head of Modern Foreign Languages, where I 
subsequently became assistant headteacher. In 2004, I joined Woodham Community College as deputy 
headteacher and, after a year as acting headteacher, was appointed to my current role in 2010. 

Some things have changed over 35 years. Children are cleaner thanks to daily showers rather than a weekly 
bath on Friday night. They also work harder and are more confident that they will find suitable 
employment. I also find them much more tolerant and accepting of those who are different from 
themselves. Some things haven’t changed: the new GCSE specifications now in place are very much the 
same as the old O levels I taught in 1984. This reflects government education policy which tends to go 
around in circles. 

Parenting has also changed. Today’s parents often have very good relationships with their children and 
clearly enjoy being with them. A small but increasing minority of parents take this too far, and are reluctant 
to set boundaries because they see themselves as their child’s friend, not their mother or father. When I 
first started teaching, if a child was corrected for being naughty, they would often say “Don’t tell my mam”, 
knowing that mam would give them a second telling off at home. Now we have parents writing to the local 
newspaper complaining that we don’t allow children to misbehave in lessons. Let’s be clear. We don’t allow 
children to misbehave because if a child is being naughty, then they are not learning. If they don’t learn, 
they will do badly in their GCSE exams. If they do badly, they will be at the back of the job queue. Is this 
really the future that a parent would want for their child? Thanks to those of you who responded in support 
of the school, reflecting the view of the vast majority of our parents. 

When I was interviewed to become headteacher, I said that I wanted to create a school where teachers 
could teach and students could learn and that I wanted Woodham to be the school of choice in Aycliffe. 
Our results now speak for themselves and it is no coincidence that we are over-subscribed for September. I 
also wanted to create a school where education went beyond the classroom. I am proud of the range of 
activities we offer. How many state schools run a ski trip, chess club, Harry Potter club and a mountain 
biking academy? It is activities such as these that make school memorable. 

The school I am leaving is in a very good place. Teaching is excellent, with an experienced and settled staff. 
As well as myself, only three people are leaving at the end of term: Mr. Bickerdike (Learning Support 
Assistant) is leaving to train as a maths teacher, Mrs Daniels (Art) is moving to a school in Sunderland, Ms 
Hall (Director of Student Support) is moving to take up a promotion to deputy headteacher. There are two 
new teachers joining in September, Miss Barnett (Science) and Miss Woodward (Art), together with two 
additional learning support assistants: Miss James and Mr Smith. I am delighted to hand the leadership of 
the school to Mr Bell, who I know will be a great headteacher. I wish him and all of our fantastic students 
every success in the future. 



    

 Calendar   2019 – 2020     School Terms and Holidays                      s  

Autumn Term 2019  

Monday  
Tuesday  
Wednesday  
Friday    
Friday   
Monday   
Friday     
Friday                          
 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 

4th  
25th  
4th  
29th  
20th 

September 
September 
September 
October 
October 
November 
November 
December 

Professional Development Day school closed to students 
School Year begins – Year 7 only 
School Year begins – All Students 
Professional Development Day school closed to students 
School closes for half term 
School re-opens 
School closed  
Autumn term ends  
 
 
 
 

Spring Term 2020 

Monday 6th January Spring term starts 
Friday 14th February School closes for half term 
Monday 24th February School re-opens 
Friday 3rd April Spring term ends 

 

Summer Term 2020 

Monday 20th April Summer term begins 
Friday  8th May School closed for May Bank Holiday 
Monday 11th May School re-opens 
Friday 22nd May School closes for half term 
Monday 1st June School re-opens 
Friday  26th June Professional Development Day school closed to students 
Friday 17th July Summer term ends 

 

 

 Save the Date 

            Write them in your phone or stick them on the fridge so you don't forget. 

 Thursday 19th September – Year 6 Open Evening - 6pm-8pm 
 
 Friday 27th September – Year 6 Parents’ Open Day - 9.30am 
 
 Wednesday 2nd October – Year 7 Tutor Evening - 4pm-7pm 
 
 Tuesday 15th October – Year 11 Parents’ Evening – 4pm-7pm 
  
 Tuesday 22nd October – Sports Academy Induction Evening – 6pm   
  

 

             Date for Next Parents’ Mailing- Thursday 17th October 2019 
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            Upcoming Assessments at Woodham Academy  

Date Year 
9th September -13th September 2019 

 
Year 7 (Baseline tests in Maths and 

English) 

30th September-4th October 2019 
 

Year 10 

14th October- 18th October 2019 
 

Year 8 

11th November- 22nd November 2019 
 

Year 11 

2nd December- 6th December 2019 Year 7 

9th December-13th December 2019 Year 9 

 

Collection of GCSE Results 

GCSE Exam Results will be available from 10am on Thursday 22nd August 2019 

Students who are unable collect their results in person can give written permission for someone else to 
collect them on their behalf.  The letter must name who is going to pick up the results and be signed by the 
student. The person named in the letter must bring in some form of photographic identification.  
 
All results must be signed for and checked by students or their nominated person. 

 

Collection of GCSE Exam Certificates from Previous Years 

GCSE Certificates from previous years are still available to collect from reception from 9am until 4.00pm 
during term time.  
Certificates are kept in school for 3 years from the date of the student leaving. After this time certificates 
will be destroyed. Students will then need to apply to the relevant exam boards for copy certificates for 
which there will be a cost per certificate.  
 
Students who are unable collect their certificates in person can give written permission for someone else to 
collect them on their behalf.  The letter must name who is going to pick up the certificates and be signed by 
the student. The person named in the letter must bring in some form of photographic identification.  
 
All certificates must be signed for and checked by students or their nominated person. 
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   Parentpay  
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their Parentpay 
account and keeps their child’s balance in credit.  We 
recommend that everyone checks their child’s dinner 
money account at the beginning of each week to ensure 
they have sufficient funds to purchase their lunch for the 
coming week.  
 
If you have not activated your child’s account, please do so 
as soon as possible as the school no longer accepts cash or 
cheques.  You will need it to pay for trips, revision guides, 
Prom etc. as well as receiving an emailed copy of the 
Parents Mailing and other school correspondence.  A copy 
of your login details is available from school if required – 
please contact Mrs Pyrah.  
 
If you require any assistance, 
please contact school. 
 
 
Your support in using 
Parentpay will help the 
school enormously.  
 

 

         Contact us  
 
If you need to get in touch with us urgently, please 
telephone 01325 300328.  If we can’t resolve a problem 
immediately, someone will call you back the same day.  
Please be aware that staff are often unavailable during the 
school day due to teaching commitments and will return 
your call after 3:15pm.  If you need to report that your 
child is unwell and unable to attend school, please 
telephone school before 8:50am.  
 

   
Communications 

   
As we are moving more towards communication via text 
messages and emails, could we please ask that                              
you inform us of any changes to your contact details.  
 

      Student Support  
 

Lost Property – Lost property around the school is handed 
in at Student Support.  This could be anything from a pencil 
case to keys, glasses, coats, trainers etc.  Please ensure 
names are put in your child’s items where possible as this 
will help us get the item back to your child as quickly as 
possible.  Please encourage your child to visit Student 
Support if they have lost anything as items not collected by 
the end of each term will either be donated to charity or 
used in school where appropriate.  
 
Lunch Time pass – We encourage all students to stay on 
site during lunchtime however we recognise that some 
parents prefer that their child returns home for lunch.  If 
you wish your child to go home for lunch, please ask them 
to collect an application from student support and return it 
to Mrs Scaife.   Students, whose parents have given 
permission for them to go home for lunch to the care of a 
responsible adult, should leave site at 12.30pm and not 
return until 1.10pm.  Under no circumstances are students 
to roam the streets, hang around in groups or be found in 
the local vicinity, or the local shops.  Should students be 
found in such areas, on the first occasion the pass will be 
removed for 1 week, the second occasion for 1 month and 
the third occasion the pass will be removed for the rest of 
the academic year.   There will be active surveillance of the 
area and students who leave school without permission 
will face disciplinary action.  Until we hear from you we will 
assume that your child is to stay in school for their lunch.  
 
Students who have requested a lunchtime pass will be 
issued with a school pass with photo ID.  Should students 
forget or lose their pass, permission to leave school will be 
revoked until a pass can be produced or until a 
replacement is issued.  Students will not be allowed to 
leave school without a valid pass.  
 
Water – We provide a water cooler in Student Support. 
Please ensure that your child has their own water bottle to 
refill- especially with the warmer weather coming. 
 
Student Time tables – If your child is unsure of their 

timetable, Student Support will be able to check for them. 
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Student Support 

Signing In and Out 

All students that are not at morning or afternoon line up, must sign in at Student Support. This is for both 
our safeguarding and health and safety process. If your child needs to leave site during the school day for 
an appointment, they also need to sign out. For a student to leave site, the school must be informed prior 
to the appointment. If we have not been informed, we have a duty of care to confirm the appointment with 
a parent/carer which may delay students getting to their appointment on time. 
 

First Aid and Illness  
 

Student Support should always be your child’s first point if they are injured or feeling unwell. If your child 
rings you first, please encourage them to go to Student Support and speak to a member of staff. Injuries 
will be treated by a qualified first aider and recorded within school. The member of staff will then make a 
judgement if parents/carers need to be informed immediately and/or further medical advice sought. If the 
student is fine and only minor treatment given, if any, the student will be returned to lesson.  
 
If a student is unwell, they will be offered water and perhaps some time out of lesson. Again a judgement 
will be made if they should try to return to lesson. If this is the case, they will be given a note advising their 
teacher they are not feeling 100% but are going to try lessons. If they are too poorly to return to class 
parents/carers will be contacted by the member of staff and advising for them to go home. It is always 
helpful if you have encouraged your child to come into school when they are not feeling very well to inform 
the school of the situation.  
 

  
Woodham Academy School Uniform 
 

www.swi.co.uk 
 
The school uniform continues to look smart and always receives compliments from visitors to the school.  
Above is the link where you are able to buy the major items of school uniform. This is on the home page of 
the school website and this goes into detail about both school uniform and what is an acceptable 
appearance at school.   
 
At times there can be a small number of students that do attempt to compromise areas of the uniform.  
Below I will clarify some areas that have created some confusion for parents:   
 
Shoes:  Shoes should be black, leather, polishable shoes.  No white or coloured markings or high tops are 
acceptable.  Knee high boots are not acceptable.  In the winter we recognize that students may wish to 
wear boots but trousers must be such that they can be worn over the top of the boots, not tucked in.  
 
Ties, Blazers and Hoodies:  Ties and Blazers must be worn at all times.  Hoodies and sports jackets are not 
part of the school uniform. Students will be asked to remove them and keep them in a safe place for the 
remainder of the school day. They are not acceptable instead of a coat.  In poor weather a waterproof coat 
can be worn over the blazer or a jumper purchased from the school suppliers. 
 
Hair colour: This must be a natural colour. 
 
Girls:  
Make up and nail varnish: - In years 7 to 9 makeup should not be worn at all, nor should nail varnish or 
false nails. Students will be asked to remove make up etc.  In years 10 and 11 make up is allowed but 
should be subtle. Anyone wearing excessive makeup will be asked to remove it. This includes false  
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eyelashes. False nails, acrylic nails or bright coloured nail varnish are not allowed and we will insist that 
students across all year groups remove them.  
 
Skirts and Trousers :-The only skirts that are an acceptable school skirt are available from the school 
suppliers. The link is above.  Trousers that are skin tight or resemble leggings, jeggings or jeans are not 
acceptable.  If trousers have studs on they are jeans and will not be accepted.  We have included some 
pictures to help inform your choices as a guide as to what is acceptable.    
 
Piercings and Jewellery: The only piercings that are allowed are one stud in each ear.  Any other piercings 
must be removed.   
No bracelets are allowed in school.  Again students will be asked to remove these. 
 
Boys: 
Trousers:-These must not be jeans. Anything that has studs on will be considered to be jeans and will not 
be acceptable.   
 
To try to ensure that the uniform policy is adhered to Tutors, Behaviour Welfare and the Leadership group 
carry out regular school checks.  Where there is a student that is not adhering to school policy parents are 
contacted to discuss the issue. Some students will be removed from lessons and work will be given to them 
whilst the uniform issue is resolved.  If you do have any questions or need further clarification please do 
not hesitate to contact the school and in the first instance ask to speak to your child’s Tutor. We endeavor 
to maintain extremely high standards with our uniform and are very happy with your support.  Occasionally 
there are issues regarding the interpretation of uniform rules.  We always seek to resolve these with you as 
quickly as possible.  
   

Uniform Guidance - This document is intended to provide assistance and is not a definitive guide.  

Should you have any queries about the suitability of shoes, it may be beneficial to contact the Behavior 
Welfare Team prior to purchase. 

 

Acceptable Footwear                                 Unacceptable Footwear 

 

Unacceptable Footwear 
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Unacceptable Trousers 

 

Please note that chain stores may sell items as school uniform 
which is not acceptable at Woodham Academy. We DO NOT 
ALLOW  tight or stretchy skirts, leggings, jeggings, jeans or 
trousers which look like them. Please do not put yourself to 
extra expense by buying or being persuaded to buy these 
items, which will have to be replaced with acceptable 
Woodham Academy uniform.  
 
 

 

 
 
 

Acceptable style Jackets/Coats                       Unacceptable Jackets/Coats  
 

  

 

School Meals at Woodham Academy 

The Catering Team provides staff and students with delicious and nutritious fare through a range of 
services including Breakfast Club, morning break snacks, lunchtime hot and cold meals, sandwich bar, pasta 
bar and 'special' themed days. 

We have seen increases in food and associated costs over the last few months and have decided to follow 
the Durham County Council school meal price.  With effect from September the cost of a standard school 
meal will increase slightly to £2.30.  This still represents excellent value for money and is reflected in the 
high number of Woodham students staying for lunch.  
 
Free School Meals - if you feel that your child is eligible for free school meals or you simply want us to 
check whether they are eligible, please contact us - we will be glad to help. 
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Transition Events 

Year 5 visits 

In the summer term Woodham Academy hosted eleven transition days for over 360 Year 5 students from 
our feeder primary schools. The students loved the opportunity to sample lessons and discuss their 
concerns about moving from primary school into secondary education with some of our current Year 7 
students. Year 5 students participated in three lessons; everything from English to French and Engineering 
to Geography. Students also sampled PE and had the opportunity to enjoy the delicious food prepared daily 
by the chef and her team. 
 
These days offer a valuable insight for Year 5 students and the response has been extremely positive from 
all of the staff and students who visited.  

 
A huge thank you to the 52 Year 7 students who were ambassadors during these visits and ensured that the 
Year 5 students were looked after and all of their questions answered throughout the day.   

 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 visits 

Year 6 students completed a full induction day on Thursday 27th June, 2019. Throughout the day the 
students were extremely well behaved and demonstrated excellent effort in all lessons. It was fantastic to 
see so many happy and smiling students at the end of their first full day at Woodham Academy. It was also 
a pleasure to speak to so many Year 6 parents on Wednesday 26th June at the first Parents’ Evening.  

 
Woodham Academy Reading Rooms 

 
Miss Thomas would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all Year 7 Parents, for their cooperation with the 
accelerated reading scheme. Between them Year 7 have 
read over 90,000,000 words in ACC alone. There have 
been thousands of books checked out of the Reading 
Rooms. I’ve lost count of the copies of Diary of the 
Wimpy kid I have purchased. The progress in reading has 
been phenomenal with the impact of the scheme 
affecting attainment for years to come.  
 
In a world of advancing technology, it’s vital that students foster and retain a love of reading. At Woodham, 
we truly believe that a solid foundation of reading manifests itself in academic success. We hope that going 
into Year 8, the students are still frequent visitors to the Reading Rooms and they continue to use the 
resources available. Although a sterling effort from all students is recognised, special commendation must 
go to Scarlett Liddell. Scarlett was the winner of this year’s 1,000,000 word reading challenge. She received 
1st prize of an Amazon Fire Kindle in recognition of her commitment. 
 
Finally, over the coming weeks, we are requesting that Year 7’s return any outstanding books to the 
Reading Rooms. Whilst we appreciate that books often get lost and damaged, we are asking parents to 
replace copies. There will be a reminder sent home with parents with the option of supplying a like for like 
copy or, alternately, a flat rate fee of £4 via Parentpay. This ensures that Reading Rooms are fully stocked 
for all students to access next year.  
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TIME DATE SESSION 

 
Mathematics Update 

Scientific Calculators 

A new academic year starts in September. It would benefit all students if they had 
their own calculator. The earlier a student becomes comfortable with their own the 
easier they will find it to use in an exam situation.  
 
The models we recommend are: Casio FX83GT Plus or FX85GT plus or similar scientific calculators. These 
are widely available.  
 
Woodham Maths Students Succeed in the Junior Maths Challenge 

The United Kingdom Maths Trust Junior Challenge is aimed at the most able mathematical students in Year 
8 or below in England. Woodham Academy entered students from Y7 and Y8 for the challenge on April 
28th. The Mathematical challenge aims to stimulate mathematical problem solving skills which are 
important in GCSE maths but the questions are in a very challenging context. 
 
Very few students nationally manage to achieve scores sufficient for them to receive a gold, silver or bronze 
certificate of achievement however we are delighted to congratulate the following for achieving such a high 
standard: 
 

Gold  -      Lillie-Mei Glendinning 
- George Bowman 
- Thomas Dearden 

 

Silver  -      Jamie Ladbury  
- Solomon Melvin 
- Imogen Evans 
- Harry Brumwell 
- Anthony Booth  
- Ben Allan 
- Joshua Edwards 

 

Bronze  -     Kacper Krystek 
- Emma Danby 
- Michal Fojt 
- James Clark 
- Millie James 

 

In addition George Bowman in Year 7 achieved a score high enough for him to enter the UKMT Maths 
Kangaroo.  We look forward to seeing how he gets on in this challenge. 
 

Woodham Sparkies 

The final Sparkies session of the year saw the primary 
students become rocket scientists! The Year 5 & 6 
students designed, built and launched water rockets with 
prizes given for the coolest design and the rocket that 
went the highest. Mr Scott said " It's great to see primary 
students engaging in Science so enthusiastically. They 
have taken part in a wide range of activities throughout 
the year. We hope Sparkies club has inspired them to 
wonder about the world around them". 
 
Woodham Sparkies Science Club is open to all year 5 and 6 students.  Students complete practical science 
sessions throughout the year. If attending for the first time a parent/guardian needs to sign permission 
paperwork at the start of the sessions.  
 
 
 

4.00-5.30pm Wednesday 18th September 2019   Big Bang Science- Chemistry 

4.00-5.30pm Wednesday 20th November 2019 Looking at the Stars - Physics 
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Woodham Academy Prom 2019 

This year’s prom was held at Redworth Hall.  Paul Howarth from The Newton News and members of The 
Rotary Club presented prizes as follows: 
 
Top Academic Student:  Lucy Kilpatrick 

 
Top Sport Student:  Lucas Pilling 
 
Most Improved student:  Mackenzie 
Alton 
 
Most Improved DT Student:  Andrew 
Blair 
 
Most Improved Music Student:  Morgan 
Pearson 
 
Most Improved Sport Student: Connor 
O’Neil 
 
Most Improved MFL Student:  Bethany Parsley 
 
Most Improved Art Student:  Emily Dunne 
 
Most Improved Science Student:  James Imiela 
 
Achievement over Adversity Student:  Jagoda Socha 
 
Contribution to the Community:  Jake Mendelsohn 
 

This was a memorable evening and a fitting farewell to a wonderful Y11. 

Heads of Learning and Behaviour Welfare Staff September 2019 

If you have any questions regarding your child’s academic progress, please contact the relevant Head of 
Learning for your child year group: -  
                                                                        Year 7 – Mrs A Abson 
                  Year 8 – Mr P Groves 
                  Year 9 – Mrs V Fawcett 
                  Year 10 – Mrs E Kell 
                  Year 11 -  Mr N Spoor 
 
For behaviour and welfare issues, please contact:- 
 
     Year 7 – Mr D Ketch 

Year 8 – Mr T Brown 
Year 9 – Miss K Halpin 
Year 10 – Miss J McLean 
Year 11 – Miss J McLean 
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Sports MAIL 
Woodham Academy – Achievement for All                

 
Woodham Academy Athletics 

 
The U14 and U15 Athletics teams from Woodham Academy have enjoyed a successful Athletics season so 
far, competing in the South West Durham Schools Athletics competitions against other schools in the South 
West Durham region. 
 
Students competed in a range of events which included track events (100m, 200m, 300m, 400m, 800m, 
1500m, relay) long jump, high jump, triple jump, shot putt, discus and javelin. 
 
There were some magnificent individual performances with several students winning their events and 
qualifying for the County Athletics Team. Huge congratulations go to: Louis Airey (Junior Boys - High Jump), 
Sommer Brown (Intermediate Girls - High Jump), Jaydn Dawes (Intermediate Boys - High Jump), Elle 
Bellwood (Intermediate Girls - 300m), Ella Middleton (Junior Girls - Javelin), Marissa Boon (Junior Girls - 
1500m). All of students performed to the best of their ability and were a credit to the school. Well done to 
all athletes involved, we are extremely proud of you! 
 
Unfortunately, the extremely wet weather conditions during June limited the opportunities for the U12 and 
U13 Athletics squads to perform at calendared events, however we are looking forward to seeing those 
students perform next year as we have some exciting future talent coming through. 
 

Three Peaks Challenge 

The PE Department would like to congratulate one of its Year 10 
student Leon McAndrew, on his strenuous charity achievement 
climbing the Yorkshire Three Peaks recently. Leon showed great 
resilience to complete the 26-mile challenge, as the weather was 
certainly extreme for June, with heavy and relentless downpours all 
day. However, he showed true grit and fitness to complete all three 
peaks in 8 hours and 36 minutes. What a fabulous effort!  
 
Leon has so far raised £325 in sponsorship and all money will go 
towards restoring the quality of the Hydrotherapy Pool at the 
Pioneering Care Centre in Newton Aycliffe which is now 20 years old 

and requires a complete refurbishment. It is well-used and is accessed 
by thousands of service users every year to help a wide range of 
individuals of all ages. For those with a physical disability, hydrotherapy offers an opportunity for 
independent activity in a warm, safe and supportive environment. Hydrotherapy also supports improved 
mental-wellbeing and is used for therapeutic rehabilitation, including those suffering from cancer. 
 

Leon, we are so proud of you for completing this challenge and raising money for such a fabulous cause 
Well done from everyone at Woodham Academy. 
 



Sports Academy Presentation Evening 
 

Our annual awards evening was held at the Xcel Centre on Monday 1st July.  Awards were as 
follows: 
 
Woodham Sports Academy individual achievement of the year award for Year 7 – Harrison Pearson  

Woodham Sports Academy individual achievement of the year award for Year 8 - Abbie Johnson  

Woodham Sports Academy individual achievement of the year award for Year 9 – Ryan-Jay Griffiths  

Woodham Sports Academy individual achievement of the year award for Year 10 – Jak Hardy  

Woodham Sports Academy individual achievement of the year award for Year 11 – Poppy Stephenson 

Key Stage 3 Contribution to Sports award – Ava Thomas 

Woodham Sports Academy team of the Year – Dance Academy 

Woodham Sports Academy Leader of the Year – Angel Woods 

Sports Personality of the Year - Jessica Cherrie 

The Mark Bulman Award – Jake Mendelsohn 

Well done to all! 

 

 

 
 
 


