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Headteacher Christine Forsyth writes…. 

 

 

Throughout my career, I have been driven by a clear set 
of educational values.  I believe that everything that we 
do should have students at the heart.  Indeed, every 
decision that I make comes down to a simple question, 
“What is best for students at Woodham Academy?” 
Many schools are driven by targets and school league 
tables.  However, Woodham Academy has always taken 
a much broader view of education. Whilst we need to 
deliver excellent examination results so that our 
students can progress to their chosen careers, education is about so much more than this.  It’s about 
developing the whole person and inspiring students to make the most of their talents, wherever they lie.  
For this reason, Woodham Academy has always valued enrichment activities such as Woodham Sports 
Academy, music performances and educational visits.  These are the things that students remember. 
 
I am delighted that Mr. Bell has been appointed to take over from me as headteacher at Woodham in 
September, because he shares these values.  Mr. Bell joined Woodham 5 years ago, and is currently Deputy 
Headteacher.  Throughout the next term, he will be working alongside me so that there is a seamless 
handover in September.  I know that the future of the school is in safe hands and that Mr Bell will continue 
to improve the education we give to our students. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

           Save the Date 

            Write them in your phone or stick them on the fridge so you don't forget. 

Wednesday 24th April  - Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4pm-7pm 
Tuesday 11th June  - Year 5 Coffee Morning and Evening 9.30am and 6pm 
Thursday 20th June  - Year 7 Celebration Evening 6pm-7pm 
Wednesday 26th June  - Year 6 Transition Evening 6pm 
Tuesday 16th July  - Year 8 Celebration Evening 6pm-7pm 
 
         

Upcoming Events at Woodham Academy 

Monday 1st April  - Year 11 Photographs  
Tuesday 2nd April  - Dance Showcase 7pm-9pm 
29th April – 3rd May  - Art Exams 
Wednesday 1st May  - French Speaking Exams begin  
Wednesday 8th May  - Woodham Sparkies Science 4pm- 5.30pm 
Monday 13th May   - GCSE Exam series begin 
11th – 27th June   - Year 5 visits 
Wednesday 19th June  - Woodham Sparkies Science 4pm-5.30pm  
Wednesday 26th June  - GCSE Exams end 
Thursday 27th June  - Year 6 Transition Day 
Thursday 27th June  - Year 11 Prom from 6pm (Details to follow) 
Monday 1st July   - Sport Academy Presentation Evening 7pm 
Wednesday 3rd July  - Summer Concert 7pm 
Monday 8th – 12th July  - French Trip 
 
 

          Dates for Next Parents’ Mailing   

                  Thursday 16th May 2019 

     Thursday 11th July 2019 

 

     Upcoming Assessments at Woodham Academy  

Date Year 
22nd April – 26th April 2019 

 
Year 9 

6th May – 10th May 2019 
 

Year10 

5th June -7th June 2019 
 

Year 7 

10th June – 14th June 2019 
 

Year 9 

17th June – 27th June 2019 
 

Year 10 

1st July – 5th July 2019 
 

Year 8 
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TIME DATE SESSION 

 

 Calendar    2019     School Terms and Holidays                      s  

    

Spring Term 2019 

Friday 5th April Spring term ends 
 

Summer Term 2019 

Tuesday 23rd April Summer term begins 
Monday 6th May School closed for May Bank Holiday 
Tuesday 7th May School re-opens 
Friday 24th May School closes for half term 
Monday 3th June School re-opens 
Friday  28th June Professional Development Day school closed to students 
Friday 
Monday  
Tuesday 
Wednesday             

19th 
2nd 

3rd 
4th  
  

July 
September  
September 
September         

Summer term ends 
Professional Development Day school closed to students 
School Year begins – Year 7 only 
School Year begins – All students 
 
 
 
 

 Woodham Sparkies Primary Science Club 

 
 
Woodham Sparkies Science Club is open to all year 5 and 6 students.  Students complete practical science 
sessions throughout the year.  
 
 
 

4.00-5.30pm Wednesday 8th May 2019   Designer Animals - Biology 

4.00-5.30pm Wednesday 19th June 2019   Celebration Evening 
    Rocket School – Physics 

 
Please note: If attending for the first time parents/guardian need to sign permission paperwork at the start 
of the sessions. Parents are also invited to attend the celebration evening in June. To book your place, 
telephone 01325 300328 or e-mail info@woodham.org.uk 
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    Parentpay  
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their Parentpay 
account and keeps their child’s balance in credit.  We 
recommend that everyone checks their child’s dinner 
money account at the beginning of each week to ensure 
they have sufficient funds to purchase their lunch for the 
coming week.  
 
If you have not activated your child’s account, please do so 
as soon as possible as the school no longer accepts cash or 
cheques.  You will need it to pay for trips, revision guides, 
Prom etc. as well as receiving an emailed copy of the 
Parents Mailing and other school correspondence.  A copy 
of your login details is available from school if required – 
please contact Mrs Pyrah.  
 
If you require any assistance, 
please contact school. 
 
 
Your support in using 
Parentpay will help the 
school enormously.  
 

 

         Contact us  
 
If you need to get in touch with us urgently, please 
telephone 01325 300328.  If we can’t resolve a problem 
immediately, someone will call you back the same day.  
Please be aware that staff are often unavailable during the 
school day due to teaching commitments and will return 
your call after 3:15pm.  If you need to report that your 
child is unwell and unable to attend school, please 
telephone school before 8:50am.  
 

   
Communications 

   
As we are moving more towards communication via text 
messages and emails, could we please ask that                              
you inform us of any changes to your contact details.  
 

      Student Support  
 

Lost Property – Lost property around the school is handed 
in at Student Support.  This could be anything from a pencil 
case to keys, coats, trainers etc.  Please ensure names are 
put in your child’s items where possible as this will help us 
get the item back to your child as quickly as possible.  
Please encourage your child to visit Student Support if they 
have lost anything as items not collected by the end of 
each term will either be donated to charity or used in 
school where appropriate.  
 
Lunch Time pass – We encourage all students to stay on 
site during lunchtime however we recognise that some 
parents prefer that their child returns home for lunch.  If 
you wish your child to go home for lunch, please ask them 
to collect an application from student support and return it 
to Mrs Scaife.   Students, whose parents have given 
permission for them to go home for lunch to the care of a 
responsible adult, should leave site at 12.30pm and not 
return until 1.10pm.  Under no circumstances are students 
to roam the streets, hang around in groups or be found in 
the local vicinity, or the local shops.  Should students be 
found in such areas, on the first occasion the pass will be 
removed for 1 week, the second occasion for 1 month and 
the third occasion the pass will be removed for the rest of 
the academic year.   There will be active surveillance of the 
area and students who leave school without permission 
will face disciplinary action.  Until we hear from you we will 
assume that your child is to stay in school for their lunch.  
 
Students who have requested a lunchtime pass will be 
issued with a school pass with photo ID.  Should students 
forget or lose their pass, permission to leave school will be 
revoked until a pass can be produced or until a 
replacement is issued.  Students will not be allowed to 
leave school without a valid pass.  
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Modern Foreign Languages  

Year 8 French Study Visit July 2019  

During the penultimate week of the summer term a group of Year 8 students are looking forward to 
spending a week on the Opal Coast of France.  The students will enjoy a packed itinerary of fun activities; 
extreme rides at the Bagatelle theme park, a morning at the Boulogne “Nautica” sea life centre and an 
afternoon at the “Aqualud” water park, where they can experience the thrill of water slides.  They will also 
have the opportunity to experience a new visit for 2019; a snail farm!    

Thank you to all parents for their prompt payments of the £50 deposit and first £100 instalment. The final 
balance is due by the end of March. Prompt payment would again be very much appreciated.   

There will be a meeting for parents and students where further details will be discussed. This will take place 
in late June – details to follow nearer the time.   

Year 8 French Study Visit July 2020  

The French trip for students currently in Year 7 has recently been promoted in school and we have had a 
huge demand for places. Students who have already paid their deposit have been sent a letter to confirm 
their place on the trip. We have received an amazing 98 deposits for this trip making it the most popular 
French trip ever! The trip is therefore now full. Woodham students who have been to France in previous 
years all agree it is a hugely enjoyable experience.    

A second instalment will be due by 1st May 2019 and the final balance is due by the end of March 2020.   

Mr Coley  
Head of MFL  
 
 
 

Travel 

As a school we recognise how important physical activity is 
and how fundamental it is for a healthy lifestyle and 
wellbeing.  It is lovely to see so many of our students 
walk to school or come on their bikes or scooters rather 
than traveling by car.  Every day the bike sheds are 
full.  However, recently we have had a number of concerns 
raised by local residents and staff about road awareness of 
some of our students, particularly those who come by bike 
or scooter.  They have often gone into the road or crossed it 
without looking and several near misses have been reported 
to us. Year 7 and 8 will soon have an assembly that talks to them about road safety and the importance of 
them being aware of the traffic around them. 
   
All of those that have raised their concerns about the safety of some of our students have all had students’ 
wellbeing as their major concern, and have expressed worries about what might have happened if they had 
not been able to respond in a timely manner.  Whilst many teenagers do believe they are invincible, they 
aren't, and I am sure you will join us in reminding your children about the importance of behaving in a safe 
and responsible manner when using the roads and pavements either on foot or bike or scooter.   
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   Rewards at Woodham Academy 
 

Students will gain individual day-to-day recognition through the collection of achievement points. These 
will be awarded for good work, behaviour and effort. Further points can be achieved for equipment checks 
and representing the school in a variety of activities. Students will gain termly recognition through weekly 
rewards, monthly reward weeks, reward trips and rewards assemblies, in which students will be given the 
required parameters for thresholds to access the trips available. Any behaviour points given are taken away 
from achievement points and it is the net total which enables students to access the trips. The thresholds 
will run on a termly basis, meaning students will need to hit a required net point threshold. 
 

        Weekly Rewards:- 
Students from each tutor group are nominated for a hot chocolate and reward postcard. 
 

        Monthly Rewards:- 
Head of Departments, Heads of Learning and Behaviour Welfare Worker nominate students from every 
group to receive a reward at break time, where students will come to the boardroom to receive a cake 
break with a senior member of staff.  
 

        Termly Rewards:-  
Trip date Venue 

Friday 29th March Cinema experience 

Friday 28th June Local theme park  

 

 Collection of GCSE Certificates 

GCSE Certificates are still available to collect from reception from 9am until 4.00pm during term time.  
Certificates are kept in school for 3 years from the date of the student leaving. After this time certificates 
will be destroyed. Students will then need to apply to the relevant exam boards for copy certificates for 
which there will be a cost per certificate.  
 
Students who are unable collect their certificates in person can give written permission for someone else to 
collect them on their behalf.  The letter must name who is going to pick up the certificates and be signed by 
the student. The person named in the letter must bring in some form of photographic identification.  
 
All certificates must be signed for and checked by students or their nominated person. 
 

 

Exam Contingency Day 
 
The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) have announced a contingency day for the Summer exams series 

2019. The date that has been set aside as the ‘Contingency Day’ is Wednesday 26th June 2019. 
Therefore, in the event of a major disruption to scheduled exams, JCQ and/or the relevant awarding bodies 
may decide to postpone an exam to another date in the June 2019 exam series. 
 
This means that any students sitting external examinations in June 2019 must be available from Monday 
13th May 2019 up to and including Wednesday 26th June 2019 to sit any exams that had to be postponed. 
 

Please do not book any holidays until after Wednesday 26th June 2019. 
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Year Group Information at Woodham Academy 

Year 7 

On Thursday 7th March students worked in teams to develop their business skills with the Future Business 
Magnates agency from Durham. Their task was to work as a team, create a new product, market their 
product and persuade the judges that their product could be a future business success.  In the morning 
session the winning group included: Thomas Aspinall, Dylan Stewart, Enya Malarky, Alex Beattie, Lauren 
Taylor, Aaron Beswick, Sienna Birkett and Jack Greenwell. In the afternoon session the winning group 
included: Ryan Foreman, Cody Barnes, Lewis Dickinson, Caleb Houlihan, Beth Reynoldson, Alfie Brown, 
Ciaran Talbot, Amarni- May Hoy and Robyne Baldwin.  All students completed the tasks with great pride 
and the company praised them for their effort and their exemplarily behaviour. Well done Year 7! 
 
During Women's Day a group of Year 7 students were invited to share their opinions of women in Science. 
A local branch of the Institute of Physics selected four students work to be presented to a panel of top 
scientists at the American Embassy in London. Professor Susie Imber was so impressed that she awarded 
them a commendation.   Year 7 students have worked this term with a Durham University student in the 
Sparkies club. They have extracted DNA from kiwi, investigated how the digestive system works and 
explored the chemistry of bath bombs.  
 
Attendance continues to be excellent for many students. 7HD currently are at the top of the chart for their 
attendance with over 98% attendance so far this term. Well done! 
 
Mrs A. Abson (Head of Learning Year 7) 

 

Year 8  

I will start with another thank you to all of you who attended our Options Evening on 13th February and 
took advantage of the opportunity for you and your child to explore the various options that are available 
for their GCSE studies. All options forms should now have been handed in and we will keep you informed as 
the options process progresses. If anyone has any queries about options, please do not hesitate to contact 
school and speak to Mr Morgan’s or Mrs Fawcett.   Our recent Specialist Day which was held on the 7th 
March was a hit with all of our Year 8 students. They spent one half of the day creating a production team 
and manufacturing paper ducks that they then had to sell for the best price they could get! Students 
thoroughly enjoyed this day and learned valuable employability skills that they will be able to use in the 
future. The rest of the day looked at different career choices to give the students more information about 
options they may never have considered.  

Year 8 students continue to have good attendance and are still the top year group in the whole school for 
attendance. Year 8 students understand the importance of attendance and this continued good attendance 
is having a positive impact on progress; results from Progress Check 3 show that Year 8 students are making 
good progress. 8DS should be especially proud of themselves as they have the highest attendance in Year 
8! Keep it up Year 8!   In the lead up to the Easter holidays, Year 8 students are working on their new 
schemes of learning and exploring different options choices. Their next official assessment week will be the 
Year 8 exams and will start on the 1st July. Leading up to this, students will be working on revision 
techniques and skills to help to support them in preparing effectively for these assessments. If any student 
feels they would like to take advantage of our Homework Club to continue this revision and preparation at 
school, the Learning Centre is open on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday lunch time and every night after 
school.   

Mrs V. Fawcett (Head of Learning Year 8)  
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Year 9 

In the recent Specialist day which was held on Thursday 7th March, Year 9 students completed a 
Relationship and Sex Education carousel. The event was presented by external specialists and members of 
Woodham Academy staff. Students learnt about a range of topics including alcohol awareness, consent and 
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) 
 
On Wednesday 27th March a group of Red pathway students participated in a visit to Northumbria 
University. This was a fantastic opportunity for students to experience life at university. There also had the 
opportunity to have a taste of some of the topics they are able to select to study in the future.  
 
Mr P. Groves (Head of Learning Year 9) 
 

Year 10 – The Change will do you good! 
As the parent/carer of a Year 10 student at Woodham, you will be aware, your child is regularly 

assessed in school; the Year 10 mocks will be upon us soon…. The constant testing and assessing is in order 
to prepare students for the real exams.  These assessments enable us to see where students may need a 
little extra help and intervention in certain subjects.  One of the key tools of intervention we use is that of 
tutor time.  Over the course of a week, each student will get an extra one and half lessons.  I am sure you 
will agree that this is a valuable amount of time to be learning.  A lesson and a half’s tuition (over one 
working days’ worth of teaching in a key subject) can be of enormous benefit.  

Both Year 10 and Year 11 tutors are selected because of their expertise in key subjects. This enables 
students to access the necessary intervention on a daily basis.  It has been a policy that has worked very 
well over the last few years.  You will appreciate, therefore, that moving into a different tutor group on a 
regular basis is something that may, or will happen to students throughout Years 10 and 11. The decision to 
provide intervention, such as this, is only taken after serious consideration. So, any changes that we may 
make to future tutor groups is always done with the students’ needs firmly in mind. 

Mr N. Spoor (Head of Learning Year 10) 

 
Year 11 
Year 11 have just completed their final mock exams, which help to give students, parents and teachers 

an accurate picture of current working levels. More importantly, it allows subject teachers to identify those 
topics which still need to be developed. With this in mind, all Year 11 students will receive their ‘areas for 
development’ lists before the Easter holidays. I have been delighted with how many students and parents 
have been in touch wanting work to do over Easter. As a result, teachers have brought forward their 
marking in order to provide work for the students. It highlights how the entire Woodham community are 
focussed on making sure all students have every opportunity to succeed.  
 
The second Year 11 Parents’ Evening will be held on Wednesday 24th April. We have held this additional 
session for the last three years, following parental and student requests. Feedback is always extremely 
positive, with the vast majority identifying it as a key to improvement in the final few weeks of GCSEs. At 
this evening, all students will receive a bespoke revision pack, designed to help with any ‘areas for 
development’ identified in the recent mocks. This is something new for 2019 and once again, has come 
about through parental feedback. 
 
Phototronics will take the Year 11 photographs on 1st April.  This will include a year group photograph; 
students can opt for friendship group photos if desired, details to follow. Also available are the leavers 
hoodies, the hoodies are available to order via ParentPay until Monday 1st April. Hoodies with a nickname 
or initials are £18.00 or without £16.50. Year 11 Prom will take place on 27th June at Redworth Hall, tickets 
available through ParentPay from 2nd April – 3rd June costing £24.00, details to follow.  
 
Mrs E. Kell (Head of Learning Year 11) 
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Maths Update 

Y11 students are currently sitting their mock GCSE exams in the Hall. Ideally all 
students should have their own calculator. The earlier a student becomes 
comfortable with their own the easier they will find it to use in an exam situation.  
 
The models we recommend are: Casio FX83GT Plus or FX85GT plus or similar 
scientific calculators. These are widely available.  
 
Woodham Maths Students succeed in the Intermediate Maths Challenge 

The United Kingdom Maths Trust Intermediate Challenge is aimed at the most able mathematical students 
in Year 11 or below in England. Woodham Academy entered students from Year 9 and Year 10 for the 
challenge which took place on February 7th. 
 
The Mathematical challenge aims to stimulate mathematical problem solving skills which are important in 
GCSE maths but the questions are in a very challenging context. 
 
Very few students nationally manage to achieve scores sufficient for them 
to receive a Gold, Silver or Bronze certificate, however we are delighted to 
congratulate the following for achieving such a high standard. The Year 9 
students were Bradley Lewis, Ryan Griffiths, Caleb Nicholson, Calum Bryan 
and the Year 10 students included Charlie Pemberton, Alex Foster, Iain 
Robson, Joe Lowery, Angel Woods, Clodagh Laight, Ellie Bowyer and 
Bonscott Allan. 
 
 

Thailand 
 

 On Saturday 16th March, Woodham’s Thailand 
Experience took part in their final bag pack at 
Newton Aycliffe Tesco. We have been very grateful 
for all of the support they have given us and have 
had three bag packs in total. The most recent bag 
pack saw us raise a fantastic £836.35 which will be 
split equally between the 14 students going. As 
well as the team efforts, a lot of the students have 
been dedicated to raising their own funds. There 
have been events organised by them that include a 
‘quiz and curry’ night at Planet Leisure, car washes, 
garden maintenance and many students have 
taken up part time jobs.  
 
Woodham’s Thailand Experience is an opportunity where 14 students were selected through a competitive 
application and interview process. The 14 students will be travelling to Thailand next summer and will be 
volunteering in an Elephant Nature Park in the North of Thailand. The students will be living with, and 
caring for the orphaned elephants that have been rescued from the tourist trade. The students will also 
have the chance to experience the different culture and visit historical areas including the Bridge over the 
River Kwai and the Kanchanaburi war museums. Woodham Academy students have more fundraising 
opportunities in the upcoming weeks including providing refreshments at Woodham Academy’s annual 
Dance Showcase on Tuesday 2nd April. Follow our Facebook page for updates on what the students are 
getting up to.  
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  Grease at Woodham Academy 

 

Students at Woodham Academy took to the 
stage last week for their performance of the 
hit musical Grease. The show was a massive 
success, with students from all year groups 
taking part and was a testament to the huge 
amount of talent that students within the 
school have.  
 
Mr Gales, Head of Music, commented ‘All 
three nights were of a very high quality but 
the Friday performance was unbelievably 
good. The atmosphere in the hall, when 
there are nearly 300 people inside, is brilliant 
and you could tell that the students were reacting to having such a big crowd. Grease is such an enormous 
show to do, but the effort of the staff and students has been fantastic. We have had students from Year 11 
through to Year 8 taking on some of the challenging leading roles and the commitment from the students 
from the very beginning has been fantastic. They have been attending rehearsals four times a week since 
the beginning of the school year and were also out in force a few weeks ago in Tesco to help raise money 
for some of the costumes and props that they needed. One of the best things about this show was the 
whole school effort that was behind it. We had Mrs McAulay, Mr Gore, Mr Cochrane and Mr Walker 
helping build the set and make merchandise, Miss Gray and Miss Thomas working on the drama aspect, we 
also had Miss Kent working with Woodham Dance Academy to provide some fantastic choreography to 
some of the more challenging scenes within the show, we had Mrs Taylor and Mrs Godfrey in the band and 
Miss Elliott and Miss Cook helping back stage on all three nights. ‘ 
 
Lead roles Danny and Sandy, played by Sonny Fielding and Darcy Kent, rose to the challenge of such difficult 
characters magnificently and are clear examples of the high level of talent within the cast. A special 
mention must be made to Darcy Kent, as she has just been offered a place in London at the Pauline Quirke 
Academy from September as she pursues her career in theatre. 
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Woodham Dance Academy 
 

 
The Spring half term is always a very busy time for 
Woodham’s Dance Academy, and this year is no 
exception. Dance Academy have been working hard in 
preparation for their annual Dance Showcase, but this 
has not been their sole focus. Once getting over the 
Christmas concerts, they returned in the New Year ready 
for Woodham Academy’s Grease performance.  
 
Every lunch time, the Dance Academy have rehearsed 
nonstop to prepare for two major performances. They 
have been given the opportunity to showcase their 
talent at the annual ‘Feet First Dance Showcase’ held at 
the Gala Theatre in Durham. This is where schools in the 
County Durham district perform pieces that tell a story 
and grab the audience’s attention. Woodham 
performed two pieces; ‘All these things that I’ve done’ choreographed by Hannah Kent the Director of the 
Sports Academy. This involved all of the students in the Dance Academy and was the largest group 
performance of the night. The second piece was ‘Rise’ choreographed by Kay Clarey of Joanne Banks 
Dancers. This piece involved 10 students from Year 7 right through to Year 10. Both pieces were moving, 
uplifting and left students and staff inspired by their hard work and commitment.  
 
Two days after the Gala Theatre, Woodham’s Dance Academy travelled to Halifax where they took part in a 
full day competition. ‘The Great Big Dance Off’ is a prestigious competition where there are a lot of schools 
competing in regional heats. Woodham entered the North heat and showed true performance skills in both 
pieces. The Dance Academy really met The Great Big Dance Off’s ethos “our desire is to give as many pupils 
a chance to get up on stage and have a great time”. Watching the students perform, it was clear to see they 
loved every second of being on the stage in Halifax’s Victoria Theatre. They were outstanding and were a 
true credit to the school.  
 
The next performance falls on Tuesday 2nd April which is Woodham Academy’s Dance Showcase. This is a 
fantastic night where the students perform everything they have done in Dance Academy this year. Each 
year we get bigger and better and this is the biggest group yet! Tickets are available through ParentPay or 
from the main reception at Woodham Academy. Adult tickets are £3.50 and student tickets are £2.00. 
Doors will open at 6:30pm with the show starting at 7:00pm and finishing at 9:00pm.  
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History Department  
 

Key Stage 3 
 
So far this year Key stage 3 students have been working very hard in History. Year 7 have finished their 
study of the Norman Invasion in 1066 and how William established control of England after he became 
king.  They are now learning about Monarchy and Society from Tudor time to present day. As the year 
progresses Year 7 will then move on to learning about World War One. Year 8 have shown a depth of 
understanding and maturity whilst studying Hitler’s Germany and The Holocaust. Their topic centring 
around Jack the Ripper and crime in Victorian England is nearly finished. Next they will be moving onto 
learning about the Cold War and Super Power tensions. 

 
 

 
 

 

Possible Quiz Questions you could be asking at home 
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Year 7  
1. When was the Battle of Hastings? 

October 1066 
2. Who thought they should be King in 

1066 when Edward died? Harold 
Godwinson, Harald Hardrada, William 
Duke of Normandy and Edgar the 
Atheling  

3. Give 2 reasons William won the Battle 
of Hastings – Harold had fought 
previous battles, tactics, leadership, 
superior army 

4. Name the different types of castle – 
Motte and Bailey, Stone Keep, 
Concentric and Square Keep 

5. Name the Tudor Monarchs – Henry VII, 
Henry VIII, Edward, Mary and Elizabeth 

6. How many wives did Henry VIII have? 6 
7. What is the crime of ‘heresy’? Not 

following the same religion as your 
king/queen 

8. What happened to Elizabeth’s mother? 
She was executed! 

9. What was the main punishment for 
heresy? Burning at the stake 

10. Name Edward’s sisters – Mary and 
Elizabeth 

Year 8 
1. Which political party was Hitler the leader 

of? Nazis 
2. How did Hitler control the youth of 

Germany? Education and the Hitler Youth 
3. What do you call the Nazi secret police? 

Gestapo 
4. When were the Nuremburg Laws 

introduced? 1935 
5. List some propaganda methods used by 

Hitler – posters/radio 
6. Where did Jack the Ripper carry out his 

murders? Whitechapel in London 
7. What year were the Jack the Ripper 

murders? 1888 
8. Why do you think Jack got away with his 

crimes? Maze like streets, lack of science 
and technology, ineffective police force 

9. When was the first police force set up in 
England? 1829 

10. Why were the police nicknamed ‘Peelers’? 
Robert Peel was the man who established 
the police force 



 
 

 

Key Stage 4 History  
 
Year 9 have finished studying Anglo Saxon and Norman England c1060-88 and have now moved onto their 
next topic involving Weimar and Nazi Germany. Their homework is still focused on Normans to help them 
not forget what they have learnt already, and to keep the older content fresh in their minds. Year 9 History 
students are fantastic at doing their knowledge organiser homework and are working really hard. 
 
Year 10 are currently studying Super Powers and the Cold War and making excellent progress 
understanding the tensions between the USA and the USSR between 1945-1991. Their homework focuses 
on Nazi Germany and they are steadily progressing through a knowledge booklet to help them remember 
and keep revising content they learnt in Year 9. 
 
Revision materials are provided for all students, but if anyone is interested in buying full colour versions of 
the revision texts the books below are excellent –  
 

• EDXCEL GCSE (1-9) Anglo Saxon and Norman England c1060-88 Revision Guide and Workbook 

• EDXCEL GCSE (1-9) Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39Revision Guide and Workbook 

Last but not least are Year 11! Year 11 are nearly finished their History course and are working hard on their 
final section of content – ‘Crime and Punishment c1000-now’.  Currently sitting their mocks, we wish them 
all the best and are looking forward to working with them for the remaining months we have left. 
 
The main way to be successful is to make sure revision is started early and that meaningful methods are 

used: 
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Revision Ideas 

Flash cards 

Knowledge Quiz – self quiz by making up your own questions 

REVISION SESSIONS ARE NOW RUNNING TUESDAY AND FRIDAY AFTER SCHOOL 3.15PM-4PM IN ROOM 143. Due to requests 
from students we are also running a later class 4pm-4.30pm on a Friday and everyone is welcome. 

Of students who attended on a regular basis 94.4% achieved on/above their target grade in their recent Summer GCSEs. 



 
 
 
 
History Quiz Questions you could be asking at home 

 
Year 9, 10 and 11 
 

1. Name the different sections of Saxon 
society – Slaves, Peasants, Ceorls, Thegns, 
Earls 

2. Why were the Godwins so powerful? 
Political marriages, economic power and 
military strength 

3. Who was Tostig? Harold’s brother/Earl of 
Northumbria 

4. How much tax could an Earl keep? 1/3
rd.

  
5. How can we remember the terms of the Treaty of Versailles? LAMB (Land, army, money, blame) 

 
 
Year 10 and 11 
 

1. How did William keep control of England - Castles, Terror 
2. How many people starved to death in the ‘Harrying of the North’? - 100,000 
3. Where was Robert Cumin killed? - Durham 
4. How did the allies get supplies into West Berlin when Stalin blockaded it in 1948? - An airlift 
5. Name the 3 Cold War Conferences -  Tehran, Yalta, Potsdam 
6. Which ‘political ideology’ did the USSR follow? - Communism 
7. How did Czechoslovakians meet Soviet invaders in 1968? - They put flowers in their hair 

 
Year 11 
 

1. Who created the police force in 1829? - Robert Peel 
2. Name a female prison reformer who taught women skills to help them – Elizabeth Fry 
3. How many men in a tithing? - 10 
4. Name 2 ‘Trial by Ordeal’ – Trial by . . . Hot water, Sacrament, Cold water, Hot iron 
5. What are the ‘theories of punishment’? - Reform, Rehabilitation, Protection, Deterrence and 

Retribution 
6. Name 3 controversial executions which contributed to the end of the death penalty in Britain – 

Dereck Bentley, Ruth Ellis, Timothy Evans 
7. Which countries were criminals transported to? - America and Australia 
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 Sports MAIL 
Woodham Academy – Achievement for All                

Woodham Academy Football Fixtures 2019 
Date Opposition Venue Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
03/04/19 King James Home     

TBC Whitworth Park      

TBC St Johns Away     

 

U12 and U13 Netball Fixtures 2019 

Date Venue Year 7 & 8 

Thursday 4th April AWAY  VS Sedgefield  

Tuesday 26th March HOME VS Greenfield  

 

 


