
                

PARENTS’ MAIL 

 
 
I would like to begin my first Headteacher’s message by sharing 
my appreciation for everyone who has sent both the school 
and myself messages of support and thanks over the past few 
months. I also think it is important that I acknowledge the job 
that Christine Forsyth did over the past few years. Woodham 
Academy is now testament to her long term vision, where 
students are safe, happy, well behaved and achieving strongly 
in GCSE exams. We all wish her a long and happy retirement. 
 
GCSE results day marks the end of a long journey of education 
for all students. It is always a privilege to be able to share the 
experience with students, family and staff. The joy on their 
faces this year was just reward for all of the hard work which 
had gone into achieving what we now know to be Woodham’s best ever results. Very few schools locally or 
nationally achieved such positive outcomes and I was delighted with how results were so consistent across 
all subjects in the school. All year 11 students managed to secure places at the college or provider of their 
choice. 
 
220 Year 7 students arrived at Woodham this year. For the first year in a long time, the school was 
oversubscribed, with more applicants than places available. Our current cohort has settled in well and have 
already added energy and excitement to our school community. They have been a pleasure to teach, 
although the kitchens have had to increase the amount of food being produced due to some large 
appetites! They all have a similar opinion to myself that the food served at Woodham really is first class.   
Can I thank parents and carers who support the school, our systems and our staff. I frequently read about 
national issues in education, often highlighting poor behaviour and parental engagement as catalysts for 
teachers leaving the profession. A school is only as good as the people within the building and your 
constant support makes our staff want to come to work and help your children succeed.  
 
Finally, I feel it is important to highlight the wide range of extra-curricular activities which our staff 
volunteer to take on a daily basis. They do so because they want to work with our students and are willing 
to give up their own time to provide opportunities and experiences for all. Please encourage your sons and 
daughters to take every possible opportunity available to them. 
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Message from Head Boy and Head Girl- Sonny Fielding and Hannah Cox 

 

 

 
Sonny Fielding and Hannah Cox (right) pictured with Deputy Head Boy and Girl and Lead Ambassador. 
 
During the first term of this academic year, the staff at Woodham Academy have nurtured a personal desire 
to succeed both in our studies and qualifications for future opportunities.  
 
Wellbeing is about staff and students creating the conditions which allow us to connect, succeed and 
thrive.  Woodham Academy has created an environment that has enabled us both to be happy, engaged 
and achieve academically.  This has been accomplished across various areas including emotional, social and 
cognitive.  Emotionally, we have felt safe within school.  We have each known that we can go to any 
member of staff in an attempt to express our personal concerns.  We have come to this understanding 
because the teachers at Woodham and other members of the faculty have told us that we can turn to them 
when faced with different problems.  For example, we have form tutors and members of staff in student 
support who personally express concern for the wellbeing of students in specific areas. Furthermore, 
institutions such as anti-bullying ambassador organisation has allowed students to look after one another 
within school and feel supported. Socially, the school has encouraged us to connect with other students 
and so we do not feel alone within school.  Furthermore, the school has allowed us to become a member of 
both the school community and the greater community – particularly through trips and academies with 
other students in a new environment.  Cognitively, the school has provided extra learning opportunities for 
the students to become involved with in order to improve our academic progression and increase 
confidence (for example The More Able Academy).   The school has now begun to push us whilst supporting 
us through giving us more homework to prepare us for future examinations.  We also feel that our teachers 
are both interested in our feedback and actively ask for it and so we both understand that our opinion 
matters greatly within the school.  We believe that because of the above we have been able to be happy 
health and comfortable, with a sense of purpose within our school community.  
 
Intervention: Recently, the staff at Woodham Academy have introduced an intervention programme in 
which students are offered the opportunity to attend study sessions at the end of the school day. These 
sessions are designed to focus on specific areas of development so that students achieve the best possible 
grades. Initial feedback from students has found that intervention sessions are extremely valuable whilst 
learning in a more relaxed environment. 
 
Conclusion: At the end of the first school term, the Year 7 students have really settled into Woodham 
Academy life, whilst other years are looking forward to continuing the excellent success of the various 
academic and sporting disciplines.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

Instructions for setting up SIMS Parent App 
 

 

Before you start, some points to note; 
 We cannot issue an invitation to you unless we have your current email address on the school’s 

systems. If you have not yet received an invitation please check that we have your current 
email address. Once you give us an email address it can take 2-3 days for the school system and 
the parent app to update one another, then an invitation will be issued via email. 

 It’s a 2 stage process - you are required to register first and then install the SIMS Parent 
App on your smart phone or device (or just use the website, if you prefer) 

 You will need to have an account for one of the following online services: Twitter, Google, 
Microsoft, Facebook or Office365. If you do not currently have any of those accounts, you can 
register and create an account for free with one of them. 

 Any usernames/passwords mentioned in this process, or when logging in to the parent app will 
relate to the account you are using to register for the app (so whatever you set up when you 
created your facebook/twitter/google/Microsoft/etc account). The School cannot reset, change 
or access your password or account. 

 Registration Instructions 

Step1: Open the invitation email that was sent from noreply@sims.co.uk to the email address you have 
provided us. Check your junk mail if it has not arrived in your inbox. 
Step 2: Click on the “click on this link” link within the email. 

Step 3: Choose the account type you would like to register with. Be aware that the SIMS ID option will 
only work for teachers and cannot be used by parents. Whichever account you choose will become the 
method by which you must log in every time you sign in to the Sims Parent App. 

Step 4: Check your name and click on the Register button. 

Step 5: Answer the security question – this will usually be the date of birth for one of your children, 
following the format of dd/mm/yyyy. For example 26/02/2005. 
Step 6: After clicking on the Verify button you might see the “Registration – Account Verification” 
screen for a few seconds. That is OK. 
Step 7: Once complete, you have registered and are logged in to the web version of the Parent App. 
From here you have two options. The preferred one is to install the SIMS Parent App from the Google 
Play store or from the Apple store. Or you can use the web version of the Parent App which can be 
accessed from https://www.sims-parent.co.uk. 
 
 

Setting up the SIMS Parent App 

Step 1: Go to the Google Play store or the Apple store and search for SIMS 
Parent 
Step 2: Install the App... 
Step 3: Open the App 

Step 4: After the welcome screen you might get the Sign In page. If so then click on the Sign In button 
which will take you back to the page that you saw during registration. On the Choose Account Type page 
select the option you registered with and login using your credentials 

Step 5: The Parent App welcome screen opens.  
From here you can view achievement and behaviour incidents, request updates to contact information, 
view timetables and see attendance information. 
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Parent Governor Vacancy 
 

 
October 2019 
 
 
Dear Parent, 
 

Parent Governor Vacancy 
 

Woodham Academy currently have a vacancy for the post of Parent Governor. 
 
As you may know the school is run on a day to day basis by the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team. 
In addition, the school is governed by a Board of Governors, who set the strategic direction of the school as 
well as supporting and challenging the senior team.  The Governing Body is made up of parents, local 
business owners and others with a keen interest in Woodham Academy. 
 
We are currently seeking a new governor to join the board.  Past experience of being a governor is not 
required, nor is an understanding of the education system.  What is important is your interest in the school, 
education of children, sharing your skills, opinions and time. 
 
Training will be provided accordingly.  If you are interested please contact Lesley Buck who will arrange a 
suitable date and time for you to meet the chair of governors for an informal chat about the role. 
 
Further information on the role of governors can be gained from visiting the national web site - 
https://www.nga.org.uk/Governance-Recruitment/Be-a-school-governor-or-trustee.aspx 
 
All parents of school age children are eligible to stand for election.  This includes any person who is not a 
natural parent but has parental responsibility for the child, or who has care of him or her (Education Act 
1996, Section 576). 
 
Parents who are employed at the school for more than 500 hours per year are NOT eligible to stand for 
election as Parent Governors. 
 
Where the number of nominations is equal to, or fewer than, the places available no ballot will be 
necessary and any remaining vacancies will be appointed by the Governing Body. 
 
The completed and duly signed nomination form should be returned to Lesley Buck at the school by 
Wednesday 6th November. 
 
Should a ballot be required the school will send each parent a voting form. 
 
When the process has been finalised, the school will inform the parent body via its newsletter, website or 
other means and the School and Governor Support Service will write formally to the candidates with the 
outcome. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Andrew Bell 
Headteacher 
 
 

 



NOMINATION FORM 
1986 EDUCATION ACT - ELECTION OF PARENT REPRESENTATIVES 

 

WOODHAM ACADEMY 

I am willing to be nominated for the position of School Governor at Woodham Academy 
 

Full Name 
(BLOCK LETTERS) 

Mr Mrs Ms  Miss  

 

Address 
 
 

Post Code: ………………….. 

  

Telephone No.  

  

Child's Name  Year 
  

  

  

Proposed by 
PRINT SIGNATURE 

  

Address 
 
 

Post Code: ………………….. 
 

To the Candidate: 
In signing this form you are confirming  
(a) you understand that your home address will appear on the ballot forms; 
(b) your wish to be put forward as a prospective School Governor; and 
(c) that you agree to a pre-appointment check being made 
 

IMPORTANT UPDATE EFFECTIVE FROM 14 SEPTEMBER 2009 
Please note that, in the event of a ballot, your statement will be transcribed exactly as you 
have written it.  No attempt will be made to change spelling or grammar.  Only the first 50 
words, as stipulated below, will be included.  The school name will be counted as one word. 
 

Signature  

 
NB. Additional copies of this form are available from the school named at the top of this form. 
NNB. The information you provide may be required by the Department for Education (DfE) for 

statistical purposes.  It will not be made available to any other third party. 
 

 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 
[No more than 50 words] 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Governors Briefing 
 

 
  
In October the full governing board held its first meeting with Woodham Academy’s new headteacher, 
Andrew Bell. We discussed how the new Year 7’s were settling into the school, the significant progress 
made with science results and the refurbishment of some school areas, including the new wiring and 
lighting carried out over the summer. 
 
Governors also attended year 6 events and were very pleased and grateful for the input from so many staff 
and pupils. Special thanks goes to the newly appointed head and deputy head boys and girls, who all 
delivered excellent speeches to prospective students, parents and carers, outlining what it is like to attend 
Woodham Academy. 
 
Governors were especially pleased with the GCSE and summer examination results, which were 
Woodham’s best. Whilst one of our pupils, Emilie Dunn, scored a massive ten grade 9’s, as a school we also 
obtained over 65 grade 9’s, and on average, every student made significant progress across their 5 years at 
Woodham. We know that a lot of effort went into helping all students improve exam performance, and it 
paid off. A massive 'well done'. 
 
And finally, a huge thank you to Christine Forsyth who retired as head teacher this year. Christine has led 
the school through some pretty tough times, but her planning and approach ensured that we became 
financially sound (unlike many other schools nationally), we recruited and retained good staff, we invested 
in our buildings and our exam results improved to become better than the national average – no mean feat.  
 
 

Upcoming Assessments at Woodham Academy 
 

 

Date Year 
11th November-22nd November 2019 Year 11 

2nd December -6th December 2019 Year 7 

9th December-13th December 2019 Year 9 

13th January-17th January 2020 Year 8 

3rd February-7th February 2020  Year 10 

 

 Date for Next Parents’ Mailing- Thursday 12th December 2019 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Calendar 2019 – 2020        School Terms and Holidays 
 
  

Autumn Term 2019  

Friday   
Monday   
Friday     
Friday                          
 

25th  
4th  
29th  
20th 

October 
November 
November 
December 

School closes for half term 
School re-opens 
School closed  
Autumn term ends  
 
 

Spring Term 2020 

Monday 6th January Spring term starts 
Friday 14th February School closes for half term 
Monday 24th February School re-opens 
Friday 3rd April Spring term ends 

 

Summer Term 2020 

Monday 20th April Summer term begins 
Friday  8th May School closed for May Bank Holiday 
Monday 11th May School re-opens 
Friday 22nd May School closes for half term 
Monday 1st June School re-opens 
Friday  26th June Professional Development Day school closed to students 
Friday 17th July Summer term ends 

 

Save the Date 
 
 

  Write them in your phone or stick them on the fridge so you don't forget. 

  Tuesday 15th October – Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4pm-7pm 

  Saturday 19th October – Friendship Day 10am-12pm 

  Thursday 24th October – Sports Academy Induction Evening 6pm 

  Wednesday 6th November – Year 10 Parents ‘Evening 4pm-7pm 

  Thursday 7th November – Careers Fair 1-15pm-4.30pm for Years 8-11 

Wednesday 20th November – Collection of GCSE Certificates 

Wednesday 20th November – Woodham Sparkies 4pm-5.30pm 

Wednesday 27th November- Year 9 Apprenticeship Challenge Final 6pm-7pm 

Wednesday 4th December – Year 11 Mock Interviews   

Thursday 19th December – Christmas Concert 7pm – (details to follow)   

 
    
 

        



  Collection of GCSE Certificates 
 
      
GCSE Certificates from previous years are still available to collect from reception from 9am until 4.00pm 
during term time. 
  
Certificates are kept in school for 3 years from the date of the student leaving. After this time certificates 
will be destroyed. Students will then need to apply to the relevant exam boards for duplicate certificates 
for which there will be a cost per certificate. Students who are unable to collect their certificates in person 
can give written permission for someone else to collect them on their behalf.  The letter must name who is 
going to pick up the certificates and be signed by the student. The person named in the letter must bring in 
some form of photographic identification. All certificates must be signed for and checked by students or 
their nominated person. 
 
 

Exam Contingency Day 
 
 

The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) have announced a contingency day for the summer exams 
series 2020. The date that has been set aside as the ‘contingency day’ is WEDNESDAY 24TH JUNE 
2020.Therefore, in the event of a major disruption to scheduled exams, JCQ and/or the relevant 
Awarding Bodies may decide to postpone an exam to another date in the June 2020 exam series. This 
means that any students sitting external examinations in June 2020 must be available from Monday 11th 
May 2020 up to and including Wednesday 24th June 2020 to sit any exams that had to be postponed 

The regulations state “Where candidates choose not to be available for the rescheduled 
examination(s) for reasons other than those traditionally covered by special consideration, they 
will not be eligible for enhanced grading arrangements.” 

 

Please do not book any holidays until after Wednesday 24th June 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Information 



 
 
Parentpay  
 
Thank you to everyone who has activated their Parentpay 
account and keeps their child’s balance in credit.  We 
recommend that everyone checks their child’s dinner 
money account at the beginning of each week to ensure 
they have sufficient funds to purchase their lunch for the 
coming week.  
 
If you have not activated your child’s account, please do 
so as soon as possible as the school no longer accepts 
cash or cheques.  You will need it to pay for trips, revision 
guides, Prom etc. as well as receiving an emailed copy of 
the Parents Mailing and other school correspondence.  A 
copy of your login details are available from school if 
required – please contact Mrs Pyrah.  
 
If you require any assistance, please 
contact school. 
 
 
Your support in using Parentpay will 
help the school enormously.  
 
 

Contact us  
 
If you need to get in touch with us urgently, please 
telephone 01325 300328.  If we can’t resolve a problem 
immediately, someone will call you back the same day.  
Please be aware that staff are often unavailable during 
the school day due to teaching commitments and will 
return your call after 3:15pm.  If you need to report that 
your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please 
telephone school before 8:50am.  
 

   
Communications 
   
As we are moving more towards communication via text 
messages and emails, could we please ask that                              
you inform us of any changes to your contact details.  
 

 
 Student Support  
 
Lost Property – Lost property around the school is 
handed in at Student Support.  This could be anything 
from a pencil case to keys, glasses, coats, trainers etc.  
Please ensure names are put in your child’s items where 
possible as this will help us get the item back to your child 
as quickly as possible.  Please encourage your child to visit 
Student Support if they have lost anything as items not 
collected by the end of each term will either be donated 
to charity or used in school where appropriate.  
 
Lunchtime pass – We encourage all students to stay on 
site during lunchtime however we recognise that some 
parents prefer that their child returns home for lunch.  If 
you wish your child to go home for lunch, please ask them 
to collect an application from Student Support and return 
it to Mrs Scaife.   Students, whose parents have given 
permission for them to go home for lunch to the care of a 
responsible adult, should leave site at 12.30pm and not 
return until 1.10pm.  Under no circumstances are 
students to roam the streets, hang around in groups or 
be found in the local vicinity, or the local shops.  Should 
students be found in such areas, on the first occasion the 
pass will be removed for 1 week, the second occasion 
for 1 month and the third occasion the pass will be 
removed for the rest of the academic year.   There will 
be active surveillance of the area and students who leave 
school without permission will face disciplinary action.  
Until we hear from you we will assume that your child is 
to stay in school for their lunch.  
 
Students who have requested a lunchtime pass will be 
issued with a school pass with photo ID.  Should students 
forget or lose their pass, permission to leave school will 
be revoked until a pass can be produced or until a 
replacement is issued.  Students will not be allowed to 
leave school without a valid pass.  
 
Water – We provide a water cooler in Student Support. 
Please ensure that your child has their own water bottle 
to refill. 
 
Student Time tables – If your child is unsure of their 

timetable, Student Support will be able to check for them. 

 

 

 

    
    
    



 
Students that miss morning or afternoon line up, must sign in at Student Support. This is for both our safeguarding 
and health and safety process. If your child needs to leave site during the school day for an appointment, they also 
need to sign out. For a student to leave site, the school must be informed prior to the appointment. If we have not 
been informed, we have a duty of care to confirm the appointment with a parent/carer which may delay students 
getting to their appointment on time. 
 
 

First Aid and Illness 
 

 
Student Support should always be your child’s first point if they are injured or feeling unwell. If your child rings you 
first, please encourage them to go to Student Support and speak to a member of staff. Injuries will be treated by a 
qualified first aider and recorded within school. The member of staff will then make a judgement if parents/carers 
need to be informed immediately and/or further medical advice sought. If the student is fine and only minor 
treatment given, if any, the student will be returned to lesson.  

 
If a student is unwell, they will be offered water and perhaps some time out of lesson. Again a judgement will be 
made if they should try to return to lesson. If this is the case, they will be given a note advising their teacher they 
are not feeling 100% but are going to try lessons. If they are too poorly to return to class parents/carers will be 
contacted by the member of staff and advising for them to go home. It is always helpful if you have encouraged 
your child to come into school when they are not feeling very well to inform the school of the situation.  

  

Woodham Academy School Uniform 
 

 
www.swi.co.uk 

 
The school uniform continues to look smart and always receives compliments from visitors to the school.  Above is 
the link where you are able to buy the major items of school uniform. This is on the home page of the school 
website and this goes into detail about both school uniform and what is an acceptable appearance at school.   

 
At times there can be a small number of students that do attempt to compromise areas of the uniform.  Below I will 
clarify some areas that have created some confusion for parents:   

 
Shoes:  Shoes should be black, leather, polishable shoes.  No white or coloured markings or high tops are 
acceptable.  Knee high boots are not acceptable.  In the winter we recognize that students may wish to wear 
boots but trousers must be such that they can be worn over the top of the boots, not tucked in.  

 
Ties, Blazers and Hoodies:  Ties and Blazers must be worn at all times.  Hoodies and sports jackets are not part of 
the school uniform. Students will be asked to remove them and keep them in a safe place for the remainder of the 
school day. They are not acceptable instead of a coat.  In poor weather a waterproof coat can be worn over the 
blazer or a jumper purchased from the school suppliers. 

 
Hair Colour: Hair styles should be practical, clean and suitable for a working environment. In this school, hairstyles 

representing various cults (e.g. punk or mohican), or hair shaved in bands, stripes, initials or dyed in unnatural  

colours are unacceptable. Fashion hair accessories are not permitted, including flowers and hair bands that are 

purely there for a fashion purpose. 

 

 
 

Signing In and Out 
 

http://www.swi.co.uk/


Girls:  
Make up and nail varnish: - In years 7 to 9 makeup should not be worn at all, nor should nail varnish, false nails or 
nail decorations. Students will be asked to remove make up etc.  In years 10 and 11 make up is allowed but should 
be subtle. Anyone wearing excessive makeup will be asked to remove it. This includes false eyelashes. False nails, 
acrylic nails or bright coloured nail varnish are not allowed and we will insist that students across all year groups 
remove them.  

 
Skirts and Trousers :-The only skirts that are an acceptable school skirt are available from the school suppliers. The 
link is above.  Trousers that are skin tight or resemble leggings, jeggings or jeans are not acceptable.  If trousers 
have studs on they are jeans and will not be accepted.  We have included some pictures to help inform your 
choices as a guide as to what is acceptable.    

 
Piercings and Jewellery: One small set of gold or silver studs to be worn in the ear lobe only (nose, eyebrow, belly 
button or tongue studs are not allowed) 
No bracelets are allowed in school.  Again students will be asked to remove these. All items of jewellery should be 
removed for P.E. and on request in certain other practical lessons in the interests of safety.   

 
Wrist watch (must be removed for all external exams)  

 
Boys: 
Trousers:-These must not be jeans. Anything that has studs on will be considered to be jeans and will not be 
acceptable.   

 
To try to ensure that the uniform policy is adhered to Tutors, Behaviour Welfare and the Leadership Group carry 
out regular school checks.  Where there is a student that is not adhering to school policy parents are contacted to 
discuss the issue. Some students will be removed from lessons and work will be given to them whilst the uniform 
issue is resolved.  If you do have any questions or need further clarification please do not hesitate to contact the 
school and in the first instance ask to speak to your child’s Tutor. We endeavor to maintain extremely high 
standards with our uniform and are very happy with your support.  Occasionally there are issues regarding the 
interpretation of uniform rules.  We always seek to resolve these with you as quickly as possible.  

   

Uniform Guidance - This document is intended to provide assistance and is not a definitive guide.  

Should you have any queries about the suitability of shoes, it may be beneficial to contact the Behaviour Welfare 
Team prior to purchase. 

 
 

Acceptable Footwear                                 Unacceptable Footwear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unacceptable Footwear                    Unacceptable Trousers 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that chain stores may sell items as school uniform which are not acceptable at Woodham Academy. 
We DO NOT ALLOW  tight or stretchy skirts, leggings, jeggings, jeans or trousers which look like them. Please do 
not put yourself to extra expense by buying or being persuaded to buy these items, which will have to be replaced 
with acceptable Woodham Academy uniform.  

 

 
Acceptable style Jackets/Coats                              Unacceptable Jackets/Coats  
 
  

 

School Meals at Woodham Academy 
 

The Catering Team provides staff and students with delicious and nutritious food through a range of services 
including Breakfast Club, morning break snacks, lunchtime hot and cold meals, sandwich bar, pasta bar and 'special' 
themed days. 

We have seen increases in food and associated costs over the last few months and have decided to follow the 
Durham County Council school meal price.  With effect from September the cost of a standard school meal will 
increase slightly to £2.30.  This still represents excellent value for money and is reflected in the high number of 
Woodham students staying for lunch.  

 
Free School Meals - if you feel that your child is eligible for free school meals or you simply want us to check 
whether they are eligible, please contact us - we will be glad to help. 

 
 

 
 
 



Children in Need 2019 
 

 
On Friday 15th November 2019, Woodham Academy will be taking part in Children in Need. In previous 
years, the students, parents and carers of Woodham have supported this incredibly worthwhile cause by 
kindly donating their time, money and resources. Last year, we raised over an astonishing £1,100 for 
Children in Need. The proceeds from this fundraising went on to support local children’s charities.  
 
Woodham would be grateful if students and parents could, once again, support this highly deserving cause. 
The Children in Need organisations are particularly encouraging students to turn their hobbies and interests 
into fabulous fundraising ideas.   

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parking 
 

 
We have received a number of complaints from local residents regarding the end of the school day in 
Wolsey Close. The main issue revolves around how parents park cars whilst collecting their children. The 
school’s location is not ideal in terms of access, however I must agree that a minority of parents cause 
congestion issues by parking in the areas shown overleaf in yellow. Our main priority remains the safety of 
students, which is why we restrict access to the school site at the end of the school day. Please be 
considerate when collecting your children from school.  
 

 
 
 
 



 

English Department – Spelling Bee 
 

 
The English department are excited to announce that Wednesday 11th December will 
be our first spelling bee of the year, open for all Year 7 and Year 8 pupils. Students have 
been practising spellings using a range of strategies during tutor time to prepare for 
this in advance. Application forms will be handed out after the half term break for 
students who would like to participate.  Further details, including the competition word 
list and a copy of the competition rules, will be circulated in advance of the competition 
date. Who will be the first spelling bee champion of the year? 
 

Woodham Sparkies 
 

 

Time                                                       Date                                                        Session 

4.00pm  - 5.30pm Wednesday 20th November 2019 Cellular Biology 

4.00pm  - 5.30pm Wednesday 22nd January 2020 Electric Buzz 

4.00pm  - 5.30pm Wednesday 11th March 2020 Forensics 

4.00pm  - 5.30pm Wednesday 6th May 2020 Bug’s Life 

4.00pm  - 5.30pm Wednesday 15th June 2020 Rocket Science 

 
Woodham Sparkies Science Club is open to all year 5 and 6 students.  Students complete practical science 
sessions throughout the year. If attending for the first time a parent/guardian needs to sign permission 
paperwork at the start of the sessions. Parents are also invited to attend the Celebration Evening in June, 
details to follow. For more information, telephone 01325 300328 or e-mail info@woodham.org.uk   
 

Mathematics Update 
 

 
All students are expected to attend every lesson with a pen, pencil, ruler and 

rubber. In addition, all students would benefit from having their own calculator. 

The earlier a student becomes comfortable with their own the easier they will find 

it to use in an exam situation.  

The models we recommend are: Casio FX83GT Plus or FX85GT plus or similar 
scientific calculators. These are widely available. An idea for Santa! 
 
Year 6 Open Evening calculator winner 
The winner of a calculator from the year 6 open evening was a pupil from Byerley Park School. Well done! 

 

Maths puzzle- Which letter represents the 
view from the point? 
 
 
 
     

 

 
 
 

The correct view is D 



 
 
 

Year Group Information for Years 7, 8 and 9 
 

 

Year 7 
 
On Wednesday the 2nd October parents of our Year 7 students attended their first Parents' Evening. It was 
such a pleasure to meet everyone and to hear from parents how much students are enjoying attending 
school. 
 
This has been a busy term for our Year 7 students. Many have been attending several after school clubs; 
from Harry Potter club, to the Football Academy to the Performance Academy. Students have contributed 
to a tutor talent contest within their music lessons.  
 
Our students have made an excellent start, achieving over 5000 achievement points between them 
already. On Wednesday 20th November, 2019 we will have a professional photographer in school to take 
photographs of students in uniform, if parents ‘provide consent. Further information to follow. 
 

Year 8 
 
Year 8 students have received their 1st HPV vaccination this term. The second part of this immunisation will 
be taking place later in the year on 15th May 2020. No further forms will need to be filled in for the second 
immunisation. 
   
As students are preparing for their first assessments the Year 8 team will be helping delivering sessions on 
preparing for assessments. One tutor session per week tutors will be working through study skills and start 
to produce a revision document to help them revise for assessments throughout the year. 

Year 9 

Year 9 have made an excellent start to this academic year. They have all started with their options subjects 
and are all enjoying these. If there are any issues at all with options, can you please contact either Mrs 
Fawcett or Mr Morgans as soon as possible?  
 
It was great to see so many parents and carers at our last Rewards Evening at the end of the summer term. 
Congratulations to all students who achieved well deserved awards and we look forward to our next 
rewards event later in this term.  
 
Students continue to have good attendance, although there has been dip at the beginning of this term. 
Year 9 students understand the importance of attendance and continued good attendance having a 
positive impact on progress; results from Progress Check 3 show that students made good progress last 
year so please encourage all students to be in school whenever possible. 9DS should continue to be proud 
of themselves as they have the highest attendance in Year 9 so far!  
 
Following on from the Summer holidays, Year 9 students are continuing to work on their new schemes of 
learning and exploring different options choices. Their next official assessment week will be in the week 
beginning 9th December. The first official assessment in Year 9 is so late as students have only just started 
GCSE courses and this gives them the opportunity to fully understand these subjects before being assessed.  
Leading up to this, students will be working on revision techniques and skills to help to support them in 
preparing effectively for these assessments. If any student feels they would like to take advantage of our 
Homework Club to continue this revision and preparation at school, the Learning Centre is open on a: 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday lunch time and every night after school.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

An introduction to Doddle 
 

 
This half term all Year 7 students have received their log-ins for Doddle. As Year 7 students will not be as 
familiar with Doddle as the older students, it may be worthwhile briefly going through what Doddle is and 
how it works. Doddle is an online portal that contains resources across the different subjects and it is 
through this portal that students receive their homework in Years 7 and 8. Once students have logged in 
they can see what homework they have to do and when it is due to be completed. Students can simply 
open the homework, complete and save it.  
 
Teachers will then be able to see whether the homework is complete and how well the students have 
managed. Most of the homework is in the form of quizzes and students can attempt them as many times as 
they like, until they have a percentage score they are happy with. 
 
If students have difficulty logging on, they should speak to their form tutor who will be able to remind them 
of their username and reset their password if necessary. Students are also welcome to use the Learning 
Centre at lunchtimes on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and after school every night if they want to use 
the get their homework done using the school’s computers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Music Department 
 

 
Year 7 students recently took to the stage to compete against each other 
in a tutor group competition. They had been working in their groups 
during their curriculum music lessons to put together a performance of a 
song of their choice.  The show saw some excellent performances of a 
variety of different songs, such as ‘Sky Full of Stars’, ‘Don’t Stop Me Now’ 
and ‘All Star’. The winning tutor group, as announced by Head teacher 
Mr Bell, was 7GH, who gave a fantastic rendition of ‘Eye of the Tiger’ 
which featured a brilliant drum solo from Jack Maddison (pictured). 
 
This is the first year that students have taken part in an event like this 
and they certainly rose to the challenge. Head of Music, Mr Gales, 
commented, “When we came up with the idea to put this show together, 
all I wanted it to do was to give every student in the year group the opportunity to perform on the stage. 
What was fantastic to see from the first week in September was how seriously all the different tutor groups 
took it. They all thought really carefully about their song choice and worked hard in lessons to put their 
performances together. The most pleasing thing was the support that they all gave each other. We had 
students singing solos to an audience of 220 with great confidence, we had some brilliant contributions 
from the instrumentalists within the year group and we also got to see some students showcasing their 
skills in dance.  It is so exciting to see how much talent we have coming in to the school and I can’t wait to 
see them all getting involved in our performances throughout the year’. 
 

Students will be taking to the stage again on Thursday 19th 

December for the annual Winter Concert. Tickets will be on sale 

soon. 

Performing Arts Academy. The Performing Arts Academy currently 
has over 100 members from all year groups within the school. 
Students have been working in groups based around developing 
their skills in drama, instrumental ensemble skills, set and costume 
design, and light and sound programming. The group’s main focus 
this year is putting together a performance of Disney’s High School 
Musical, which will be taking place in February 2020. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Curriculum Information Year 7 
 
Subject Lesson Content You can help your child by …… 

English Reading fiction  
Students will be taught how to write an extended answer to a 
reading question.  Students will read a range of fiction extracts 
to help them to develop this skill.  
 

You can help by encouraging your child to read at home and then ask them 
about what they have read.  Ask them to prove what they are saying about 
the book by providing you with a quotation.  

Maths Numeracy - Students will learn how to use a scientific calculator You can support by asking questions about the different buttons and when 
they should use them. 

French Numbers 30-69  
Describing yourself and others  
School   
 

You can help your child by: Supporting with homework and regularly testing 
their knowledge from exercise books  

History British Society - Monarchy Crime and Punishment 1485-1685 -A 
study of Kings and Queens of our country and how they 
influenced society and different crimes and punishments 
throughout the ages. 

 

You could support by asking questions about what they are learning and 
seeing if students can list the Kings and Queens in order. There are lots of 
interesting clips on youtube about the Tudors and Stuarts and watching 
Horrible Histories is also a great way to learn some extra detail. 

Geography Mapping the UK Using OS maps and finding features and places. Using OS map to look at 
Newton Aycliffe and the surrounding area looking at grid references and 
symbols. 

RE Comparative religion culminating with a project creating their 
own religion in pairs. 

Resources that may help are True Tube and the Bible Project. There is also 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt and making use of Doddle 

  

Science Chemistry- Atomic Structure- students will be discovering sub 
atomic particles 
Biology- Cells- students will be looking at how our body works. 
Physics – The Particle Model and changes of state- students will 
be learning about energy and how materials change. 

Students will need to be prepared for lessons with a scientific calculator. You 
can also support by asking questions about what they are learning. Consulting 
the news and discussing the current scientific topics would allow scientific 
concepts to be applied to real life settings.   

Technology Introduction to Food – Students will be introduced to food safety 
and hygiene. Students will develop a range of practical skills, 
apply knowledge of good hygiene by making a range of mainly 
savoury products.  

Encourage students to assist with meal preparation including tidying up e.g. 
washing /drying 

Technology 
(Graphic 
design and 
Resistant 
materials) 

Introduction to Graphic Design-Students will be introduced to 
graphic design by responding to a design brief and choosing a 
theme. They will develop a range of basic skills and apply 
knowledge of good design by making a 3d character. 
Resistant Materials- Students will be learning how to plan a task 
and will then use work shop tools to manufacture a product.   

Encourage students to research a range of cartoon characters. 
 
 
 
Talk to students about the different workshop tools and what they are used 
for. 

Computing  Problems solving – Students will learn what an algorithm is and 
use them to describe simple processes.  

Identify real life scenarios which are controlled by algorithms(traffic lights, 
baking a cake, getting ready on a morning) 

Art Basic elements of Art. They will look at line, tone, colour, form, 
pattern & texture. They will produce a page in their sketchbook 
for each element. 

Parents can help students by thinking about these elements and how they are 
shown in artwork and the things that surround them in everyday life. 
 

Music Musical Elements, Beat and rhythm and ostinato Patterns. 
Students will be learning to describe music using accurate 
vocabulary. They will learn to compose and perform rhythmic 
and melodic ostinato patterns individually, in pairs and in 
groups. 

Encouraging your child to listen to a variety of musical styles and recognising 
key features such as instruments, pitch tempo etc.  

PE Girls Dance 
Learning how to choreograph a group motif based on a stimulus 
from The Greatest Showman. 
Badminton 
Develop basic skills relating to the rules, regulations of the game. 
 

Encourage your child to familiarise themselves with the soundtrack and film. 
 
 
 
Research the basic rules of the game. 
 

PE Boys Swimming  
Develop water confidence skills, along with technique work for 
front crawl and back crawl. 
 
Gymnastics 
Explore basic agilities, aspects of balance and flight through 
individual and partner work. 
 
 

Encourage your child to join the Woodham Swim Academy, which is open to 
all abilities or attend a recreational swim session with parents. 
 
Encourage your child to research the Mens' British Gymnastics team from the 
2016 Olympics or watch Max Whitlocks Gold Floor performance! 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Curriculum Information Year 8 
 

 

Subject Lesson Content You can help your child by …… 

English Hunger Games - reading skills  
Students are taught how to write an extended answer to a 
reading question focusing on developing their ability to identify 
the writer's method and then explore the effect this has on the 
reader.  
 

You can help by asking children to read at home and explain to you what 
methods the writer has used and how a reader reacts to that method and 
why.  

Computing  Digital Graphics- Students will learn how to identify fake images 
in traditional and social media. Students will also learn basic 
photoshop skills which will allow them to use common tools 
used in image creations and manipulation 

Identify images which are presented as real but have enhances (such as in 
traditional advertising or so-called influencers). Explore how these images 
have been advanced and ,more importantly, why. 

Maths Ratio -simplifying and calculating 
Fractions- simplifying and using the four operations with mixed 
numbers 
 

You could support your child by practising their timetables.  
 

French TV and media  
Books and reading preferences  
Internet activities  
 

You can help your child by: Supporting with homework and regularly testing 
their knowledge from exercise books  

History The Holocaust, Nazi Germany 1933-45 

An in-depth study of how minority groups were treated in Nazi 
Germany – what led to the horrors that happened in the 
concentration camps and what was it like? 

 

You could support by reminding students this is a sensitive topic that needs to 
be treated with the utmost respect and discuss with them their thoughts on 
what they are learning. There are also some excellent films that could be 
watched at home such as ‘The Boy in Striped Pyjamas’ and ‘The Book Thief’ 

Geography Climate change – Investigating the impacts of climate change in 
the UK and around the world 

Read as many articles about climate change from the news e.g. Amazon and 
Australian Wildfires, UK floods etc. 

RE Key beliefs and scripture in Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism 

Resources that may help are True Tube and the Bible Project. There is also 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt and making use of Doddle 

Technology Multicultural Foods- Students will be making multicultural foods 
and extending their knowledge of nutrients. CAD/CAM Model 
Shop – Students will develop their design skills by investigating 
the application of colour, typography, and logos. They will use 
CAD to design their shop front and develop skills by making a 3d 
model. Engineering – Students will investigate material 
properties and test them to destruction. 

Encourage students to cook at home e.g. make tea for the family one night. 
 
Look at the front of shops and discussing what makes a good design. 
 
Talk to students about what products are made from and why they may have 
been made from different materials. 

Science Forces – Students will be looking at how contact and non-
contact forces work, and look at the effects of pressure. 

Students will need to be prepared for lessons with a scientific calculator. You 
can also support by asking questions about their learning. Consulting the 
news and discussing the current scientific topics would allow scientific 
concepts to be applied to real life settings. 

Art Project called 'Food Glorious Food' They will look at the work of 
Sarah, Jane Szikora and Claus Oldenburg before creating a 
sculpture of an ice cream using card and paper mache. They will 
learn how to enlarge an image using the grid system and 
develop their use of tone when drawing an ice cream from life 
and from a photograph.  

Parents can help by getting students to look at food as a source of inspiration 
for sculpture. They could help students research food sculptures and imagine 
different types of food and how they might be a good starting point to design 
a sculpture. 
 

Music Reggae: Listening and Solo / Ensemble performing Listening to a variety of Reggae tracks at home and asking why it sounds like 
Reggae? If an instrument is available at home students can practise their 
music to Buffalo Soldier.  

PE Girls Dance 
Learning how to choreograph a duo motif based on a stimulus 
from professional choreography. 
Badminton 
Develop tactical skills based around techniques learnt in Year 7. 
 

Encourage your child to familiarise themselves with how 'action, reaction' 
might be displayed within dance choreography.  
 
Familiarise themselves with key badminton techniques and skills previously 
learned in Year 7. 
 

PE Boys Swimming or Water Polo 
Develop water confidence skills, along with technique work for 
front crawl, back crawl and breastroke. 
 
Gymnastics 
Develop duo and group motifs and adapt them onto low and mid 
level apparatus. Explore aspects of flight through the use of 
specialist equipment. 

Recap teaching points for techniques previously learnt in Year 7. Research the 
basic rules of Water Polo. 
 
 
 
Encourage your child to research the Mens' British Gymnastics team from the 
2016 Olympics or watch Max Whitlocks Gold Floor performance! 

 



 

 

Curriculum Information Year 9 
 

 

Subject Lesson Content You can help your child by …… 

English Macbeth  
Students are reading the play and are 
developing their understanding of the 
narrative, characters and themes.  
 

You can help your child by asking them what happens in the play and 
by asking them to explain key characters.  

Maths Students cover a wide range of Maths which 
consolidates and expands upon areas covered 
in Y7 & 8.  

Practising timetables and developing students’ mental maths.  

French Role models  
Leisure activities  
Films and cinema  
Sport  
Technology  
 

You can help your child by: Supporting with homework and regularly 
testing their knowledge from exercise books  
  
 

History Saxon and Norman England 1066-1089 
A detailed study of how England was 
conquered and then changed by the Norman 
invasion beginning in 1066. 

You could support with a possible visit to Durham – the cathedral 
and castle are both originally Norman. There are also some excellent 
‘BBC Teach: Normans’ clips available on you tube which are easy to 
follow but also give a lot of detail needed for lessons and 
assessments. 

Geography Landscapes of the UK. Formation of river 
features and landforms; and the River Tees 
case study 

Purchase the OCR A revision guide from Amazon (Red Macaw – 
Parrot) 

RE GCSE Theme A Relationships and Families 
(AQA) 

Discuss with your child about what they have been doing in RS, 
Ethics and Philosophy. Challenge them to consider alternative 
options and search for more facts to support their options 

Technology Food – Students will be focusing on the main 
nutrients and complete practical work. 
Graphic Design – Introduction to main graphic 
design using colour, line, typography, tone, 
composition, and imagery, applying these to 
different tasks. 
Engineering –Students will learn what 
engineer’s do in their chosen arears and start 
to develop their own engineering skills. 

Encourage students to cook at home to develop their practical skills.   
 
Look is magazines and books for good examples of typography, 
imagery etc. 
 
 
 
 
Research and talk about topics such as health and safety, material 
properties, characteristics, risk assessment, drawing conventions.  

Creative Media Advanced Photoshop- Students will explore 
advanced photoshop skills and techniques 

Practical skills during lesson time 

Computer Science Introduction to programming with Python- 
Students will learn basic programming 
constructs and apply them to solve given 
problems and scenarios 

Practical skills during lesson time 

Science Chemistry – Atomic Structure- Students will be 
discovering sub atomic particles, electronic 
configuration and looking for patterns in the 
periodic table. 
Biology – Cells –Students will be looking at how 
our body works, from cells to multi-cellar 
systems. 
Physics – The Particle Model and changes of 
state- Students will be learning about energy 
and the specific heat capacity of materials.  

Students will need to be prepared for lessons with a scientific 
calculator. You can also support by asking questions about their 
learning. Regular revision should be carried out to aid progress. 
Revision guide information will be sent out in the next few weeks. 

Art Project called MonstersV's Aliens. They will 
produce a variety of work linked to the theme 
in a variety of media.  

Help students to access Instagram on social media and follow the 
artists we will be looking at in class. These include Junker Jane, 
Claymonsterpottery, Chris Ryniack, Johan Potma & Mateo Dineen. 
This will help students appreciate the current work being done by 
these artists and how they use social media to share it with the 
world. 
 

Music 
 

Solo Performance 
Basics to composition – Appreciation of 
different styles: African drumming and blues. 

Encourage your child to do regular rehearsals on their chosen piece 
for their solo performance. 
 
Encourage your child to listen to a variety of songs in different styles 
in order to develop and understand the key features of the style.  

BTEC Sport Muscular Systems and Movement Analysis. The 
Cardio-Respiratory Systems of the Human 
Body. 
 

Develop knowledge of how the key systems of the body work 
together to allow movement and contribute to our sporting 
performance. 
 



 

 

How Good is your Child’s Attendance? 
 

  

• Outstanding  98 –100% 

• Excellent  97% + 

• Good  95 – 96.9% 

• Below average  91 – 94.9% 

• Requires Improvement  90 – 90.9% 

• Unsatisfactory  Less than 90% 

Congratulations to 518 students who have so far maintained a 100% attendance record since September. 
Whilst we appreciate that illness cannot be avoided we do encourage students to attend school and urge 
that any medical appointments are made out of school hours where possible. There is a strong correlation 
between attendance and progress. Our most recent Y11 examination results showed that students who 
had an attendance of 97% or more gained on average over half a grade more in each subject.  
What should I do if my child is absent from school? 

 If your child is ill or is absent for any reason, parents or carers should phone the main office before 

8.45am, giving a reason for the absence. 

 Doctors and dentist’s appointments should be made outside of school time. If this is not possible, a 

student should miss the minimum amount of school time necessary.  It is an expectation that a student 

should both attend prior to the appointment and return to school following the appointment.   

 Seek advice from your local chemist through the ‘Care at the Chemist’ or ‘Minor Ailments Scheme’.  

This is appropriate if you cannot get an appointment at the doctors or if the condition is less serious.  

Please keep any prescriptions to show the school. 

 

 

Health and Social Care Human Lifespan Development. Understanding 
how individuals grow and develop over 
different life stages, how different factors such 
as ill health, inherited diseases, income and 
education can affect growth and development. 
Introduction to key vocabulary to enable them 
to understand the subject. Students will study- 
What growth and development are and how 
they differ - How people develop throughout 
the different life stages - Factors that can 
influence human growth and development. 

. 

Directed students towards suitable programmes and websites to 
support their learning. You can also support your child by 
encouraging them to watch programmes focussing on health and 
social care issues and service such as Panorama programmes based 
on health and care topics. They can also watch programmes looking 
at specific life stages Secret life of……. children and any other medical 
based programmes both fact and fiction such as Casualty, 24 hours 
in A and E and GP behind closed doors 

 

Childcare Children’s Growth and Development. Students 
will learn about the effects of different factors 
on growth and development including pre-
natal development, environmental effects, 
relationships with significant others, inherited 
conditions. Students will be introduced to key 
vocabulary. Students will study the following 
topics- How growth is measured- How babies 
and young children develop in five areas 
throughout the different life stages-· Factors 
that can influence children’s growth and 
development 

 

Students will be directed towards suitable programmes and websites 
to support their learning. You can also support your child by 
encouraging them to watch programmes focussing on child 
development. Watching programmes such as The Secret life 
of……...children and any other childhood based programmes will be 
of great benefit. A good source of information can come from 
siblings or close friends and relatives with children between birth 
and five as they will be able to make links between their classwork 
and real life examples. 

 



 

 

 Please show a copy of any appointment letters, cards, prescriptions and or medication from the GP and 

/ or the chemist to the school to ensure records are accurate and up to date.  

 Any students who have been absent will be issued with a ‘Catch Up Card’ on their return.  Please 

encourage and support your child to complete all work missed within a period of one week. 

What will Woodham Academy do if your child is absent from school? 

 If a child is absent from school and there is no contact from home, school will phone home and / or text 

to inform parents that the child is not in school and enquire about the reason why. This is to ensure 

there are no safeguarding concerns. 

 Our Education Welfare Officer will carry out a home visit if there are 3 consecutive days of unexplained 

absence. 

 You may be contacted by your child’s tutor, Head of Learning or Education Welfare Officer if there is a 

decline in your child’s attendance. 

 You may be invited in for a meeting to discuss any help you may need to support your child getting into 

school. 

 If your child’s attendance continues to fall, we will make a referral to the Durham County Council 

Attendance Improvement Team for the appropriate enforcement action. 

 

Leave of Absence in Term Time  
 

 
The law states that Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence in term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. Forms are available from the main office if a request for leave is to be made. 
This should be accompanied by a letter and other necessary documentation in order to establish whether 
there are exceptional circumstances. The Headteacher will determine the number of school days a child can 
be away from school if the leave is granted.  
 

Fixed Penalty Notice 
 

 
Durham County Council’s Fixed Penalty Notice Protocol acknowledges that regular and punctual 
attendance at school is both a legal requirement and essential for pupils to maximise their educational 
opportunities.  A penalty notice might be issued where there is an unauthorised leave of absence in term 
time or where there is an absence of seven school days or more in a minimum twelve rolling week period.  
 

Key Facts! 
 

If you take a 5 day holiday during school time – the maximum attendance your child can 

achieve is 97.35% 

If you take a 10 day holiday during school time – the maximum attendance your child can 

achieve is 94.7%  

Persistent Absence - Means your child has missed 10% of school – that is 19 days at the 

end of July!  

 

If you would like any support or advice on attendance then please contact your child’s Tutor, Head of 
Learning or Kelly Reynolds, Education Welfare Officer. 
 



 

 

Year 11 Mock Exam Timetable 
 

 

Mock 
Exams 

Nov 
2019 

 
Monday 

11th November 

 
Tuesday 

12th 
November 

 
Wednesday 

13th 
November 

 
Thursday 

14h 
November 

 
Friday 

15th November 

1 Science 
Biology 1  

Triple (1h 45 m) 
Trilogy (1h 15m) 

Science 
Chemistry 1  
Triple (1h 45 

m) 
Trilogy (1h 

15m) 

Science  
Physics 1  

Triple (1h 45 m) 
Trilogy (1h 15m) 

English 
Literature 

Paper 2  
(2h 15m) 

Maths 2 
Paper 2  
(1h 30)  

2 

3 French Listening F 
(35m) 

 

French Reading 
F 

(45m)  

  
 

Geography 
Paper 1 

(1h)  4 

5      

6 
 

History 
Paper 2 Normans and 
Super Power Relations 

(1h 45m) 

Maths 1 
 (non-

calculator)  
(1h 30m) 

Religious 
Studies 

Buddhism 
(1h 45 m) 

Religious 
Studies 
Themes 

(1h 45 m) 

History 
Paper 1 Crime and 

Punishment 

 (1h 15m) 
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Mock 
Exams 

Nov 
2019 

 
Monday 

18th November 

 
Tuesday 

19th November 

 
Wednesday 

20th November 

 
Thursday 

21st November 

 
Friday 
22nd 

November 

1 Science  
Biology 2 

Triple (1h 45 m) 
Trilogy (1h 15m) 

Science 
Chemistry 2  

Triple (1h 45 m) 
Trilogy (1h 15m) 

Science 
Physics 2  

Triple (1h 45 m) 
Trilogy (1h 15m) 

English 
Language 
Paper 2  

(1h 45m)  

Maths 3 
Paper 3  
(1h 30) 

2 

3  
 

French Reading 
H 

(1h)  

French Listening H 
(45m) 

 
 

French Writing H 
(1h) 

French Writing 
F 

(1h) 
BTEC Music 
(1h) (clash 
student) 

4 

5      

6 Geography 
Paper 2 

(1h 30) 
 

BTEC Health and 
Social Care  
Computing  

Computer Systems 

VCERT 
Engineering 

(1h 30) 
(Engineering 

clash) 

BTEC Child 
Development 

Computing  
Computational 

Thinking 

GCSE Music (R33) 
(1h 30) 

BTEC Music 
(1h) 

(Music clash) 

History 
Paper 3 Weimar 

and Nazi Germany 

(1h 20) 

Geography 
Paper 3 

(1h 30)  
VCERT 

Engineering 
(1h 30) (clash 

student) 

7 

All exams in Main Hall except: 

Art All 3 classes (Art Rooms) Invigilated by LM, RG, KW All Day 25th November 

Photography (Art Room and Room 28) Invigilated RG All Day 7th November 

GCSE Music (R33) 



 

 

 

 

Attendance to school and lessons in Y11 is absolutely vital. While an attendance figure of 90% may not 
sound very low, it reduces your child's chance of achieving 5+ 5-9 grades at GCSE from 81% to nearly 57%. 
A child who averages 80% attendance during their secondary school career effectively misses one whole 
year of education and significantly reduces their chances of good grades. It has been shown that missing 17 
days of school in Year 11 reduces final GCSE grades by one level across all subjects.   
We understand that sometimes children are genuinely ill. If your child misses school for any reason, it is 
vital that all catch up work issued is completed to the highest standard and given to their class teacher, that 
topic might just come up on their final exam! 
 
 
   

Year 11 Mock Exams 
 

 
Y11 Mock exams are of vital importance in helping us to work out what students can do well and what they 
may need some extra help with. On average, after the first mock exams, our students, on average are about 
half a grade away from their target grade. This reduces significantly by the second mock exams in March 
and reduces drastically again come the final exams in May/June. Staff work especially hard with students in 
the time after mock exams to support them ‘plugging’ any gaps in their learning. This is what our after-
school intervention is based on and we thank you for your continued support in making sure your child 
attend intervention. Also, it is clear that the better the position students are in at the start of the mocks, 
the less ground they will have to make up during the year, in theory making the end result even higher! 
Revision for the first set of mock exams is then crucial. Students will be given their revision materials over 
the next week and should be starting to revise. We would appreciate your support in ensuring this happens 
and have included some ideas below about how you can support students’ revision at home.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

How to Help Your Child Revise For Their Upcoming Mock Exams 
 

 

Y11 mock exams will be beginning on Monday 11th November. Students by now will be bringing home 

materials that they have been asked to revise for these assessments. Here are some helpful tips to help 

your child revise for their mock exams.  

1. Support your child in helping them to create a sensible revision timetable, showing them how 

they can fit in revision sessions in evenings and weekends. Research shows that little and often 

is better than cramming at the last minute. Support your child in sticking to their revision 

timetable, put it somewhere prominent in the house so everyone can see it.  

2. Set aside a place where your child can revise. Try to keep this place and free from distractions. 

Ensure your child has resources at hand to support their revision; paper, pens, revision 

materials etc.  

3. Encourage your child to take regular breaks. Revision sessions should last for around 20-30 

minutes. By this point, a break will be needed to refresh the brain to make the next session 

have more impact.  

4. Quiz your child on the content they have been revising. Many students make flashcards as part 

of their revision process. Ask your child to recall the details on the back of their flashcards, 

prompt them if they forget, ask them to repeat them again if they get them correct and 

regularly revisit them.  

5. Stay positive! Revision is difficult! There is no quick and easy way to commit information to 

long term memory. Celebrate any victories your child has in this process!  
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LET’S GET COOKING 

Durham Dining Hall 

 Wednesdays 3.15pm – 5.00 p.m. 

 Joining a national network of cooking clubs.  The aim of the club is to 

teach young people and their families new cooking skills.   

 

The club will run till Christmas, is open to parents, carers and children 

and will be run by our resident chef, Linda Vipond.  You do not need to 

be able to cook to attend.   

 

LET’S GET COOKING IS FREE – NUMBERS ARE STRICTLY LIMITED, SO 

DON’T DELAY ………… 

 

Please contact Linda Vipond or  

Email: l.vipond@woodham.org.uk 

Students, parents, grandparents, carers  

 

Please come along, we will be delighted to see you 

   
 



Sports Mail 
    

Woodham’s Sports Academy have had another highly successful launch this year. Following on from the 
Year 7 activities fair, the interest and participation in our range of activities has been particularly high. New 
faces have joined our dedicated older students. It is fantastic to see students from different year groups 
working so well together and making sure the new students feel welcome.  
 
All of our sports have seen a higher intake across all year groups, however boxing, dance and mountain 
biking have been particularly successful. Boxing Academy, held at Seconds Out boxing gym in Ferryhill, have 
had to change the way it is run this year. We now have a two-week rota where KS3 and KS4 run on separate 
weeks, due to popularity. 
Mountain Bike Academy has also had to run on two separate days, where our beginner students have taken 
part in activities around the school site, whilst our more experienced students travel to Hamsterly Forest 
every Friday to ride the trails. Dance Academy is the largest it has ever been this year, with great interest 
from our younger students and our vast amounts of older students still committed. The Dance Academy 
now have over 80 students involved. This is the largest the Dance Academy has ever been and they are 
already working hard to prepare for big events such as the ‘Great Big Dance Off’ and Woodham’s annual 
Dance Showcase. They are also preparing for Woodham’s Christmas concert on Thursday 19th December. 
 
The Sports Academy are now looking forward to hosting our Sports Academy induction evening on 
Thursday 24th October, where we welcome our Year 7 students officially and each student receives their 
Sports Academy contract.  After such a great uptake from all of the students we are excited to improve, 
compete and perform in all of our sports and are pleased to work with so many exceptional coaches. These 
include Premier Player Football Academy, Joanne Banks Dancers, Seconds Out Boxing Gym and Sedgefield 
WaterPolo club. Please follow Woodham Sports Academy on Facebook to see all of our exciting ventures 
and updates and to follow the success of our students! 
 

Lunch Time Sports Academy  

Autumn Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

 Gymnastics 
(Gym) 

Netball (Sports 
Hall) 

Fitness (Fitness 
Suite) 

Dance (Drama 
Hall) 

Fitness (Fitness 
Suite) 

After School Sports Academy  

Autumn Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

 Water Polo 
(Pool) Y7, Y8, 
Y9 6.30 – 
7.45pm 

Netball (Sports 
Hall) 3.30pm to 
4.30pm 
Swim Academy 
Y7 (Pool) 3.15 
– 4.30pm 
Duke of 
Edinburgh KS4 
Room 144 

Dance (Drama 
Hall) 3.30 – 
4.30pm 
Boxing (Boxing 
Gym) 3.30 – 
5pm 
Basketball 
(Sports Hall) 
3.30 – 5pm 
Swim Academy 
(Pool) 3.15 – 
4.30pm 

Boys Football 
(Sports Hall) 
3.30 – 5pm 
Gymnastics 
(Gym) 3.30 – 
4.30pm 

Girls Football 
(Sports Hall) 
3.30 – 4.30pm 
Goal Keeper 
(Sports Hall) 
3.30 – 4.30pm 
Mountain 
Biking 
3.30 – 8.30pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Woodham Football Fixtures 2019-2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 
 

Match Against 
Home

/ 
Away 

 
Teams 

Tuesday 22nd October Barrington H 7,8,9,10 
 

BREAK BREAK  BREAK 

Tuesday 25th February  
 

UTC   

Tuesday 3rd March FREE  FREE 

 Tuesday 10th March Staindrop H 7,8,10 
 

Tuesday 17th March 
 

Greenfield A 7,8,9 
3.15PM 

 
March  
TBA 

Whitworth H 7,8,10 
2.30PM 

Tuesday 31st March King James A 7,8,9 
3.30PM 

 



 

 

U14 & U15 Netball Fixtures 2019 

Practise Times: 

 Y7 & Y8 Netball Academy - Tuesday lunch 12.30-1pm (open to all abilities). 
 Y9 & Y10 Netball Academy - Wednesday lunch 12.30-1pm  

 

DATE VENUE U14 

(Year 9) 

U15 

(Year 

10) 

Thursday 17th 

October 

AWAY VS Staindrop   

Wednesday 23rd 

October 

HOME VS Wolsingham   

Tuesday 5th 

November 

HOME VS Teesdale 

 

  

 

Tuesday 12th 

November 

HOME VS Sedgefield   

Tuesday 19th 

November 

HOME VS Ferryhill X  

Tuesday 26th 

November 

AWAY VS King James  X 

Tuesday 3rd 

December 

HOME  VS Greenfield   

Tuesday 10th 

December 

AWAY VS Whitworth 
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