
Key Stage 4 Curriculum Overview 

Year 
group 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Year 
10 

Sustaining Ecosystems 
1. How are abiotic and biotic 
factors interdependent? 
2. What are the conditions in 
the world’s biomes 
(grasslands, deserts, coral 
reefs)? 
3. How do nutrient and water 
cycles operate in rainforests? 
4. Why is deforestation 
happening in the Amazon 
rainforest? 
5. What are the effects and 
solutions to deforestation? 
6. What is it like in polar 
environments? 
How have people used 
Antarctica for science, 
tourism, fishing, whaling and 
extracting minerals? 
7. How can polar 
environments be 
sustainable? 
8. Can Antarctica be 
managed sustainably?  
 
Dynamic Development 
1. What is the development 
gap? 
2. How do we measure the 
development gap? 
3. What factors influence this 
gap? (trade, physical factors, 
debt) 
 

Dynamic Development 
4. How developed is Ethiopia? 
5. Why is Ethiopia an LIDC? 
6. How does Ethiopia link to 
the Millennium development 
goals? 
7. How does trade, business, 
and aid affect Ethiopia? 
8. How can solutions be used 
to promote Ethiopia’s 
development? 
 
Distinctive Landscapes- 
Rivers 
1. What are uplands and 
lowlands? 
2. What processes and 
landforms are in the upper 
course, middle course, and 
lower course? 
3. How have landforms been 
created on the River Tees? 
4. How is the River Tees 
managed? 
 
Changing Climate 
1. How do we know the 
climate has changed? 
2. What are the natural 
causes of climate change? 
3. How does human activity 
cause climate change? 
4. How does climate change 
cause sea level rise? 
5. How does climate change 
cause extreme weather? 
6. How will climate change 
affect the UK? 

Resource reliance 
1. How has increasing 
demand of food, energy 
and water affected our 
planet? 
2. What does it mean to 
be food secure? 
3. How can countries 
improve their food 
security? 
4. How do GM crops, 
food trade, and the Green 
Revolution affect food 
security? 
5. How sustainable is fair 
trade, hydroponics, urban 
gardens, permaculture 
etc? 

Year 
11 

GCSE Fieldwork trips 
 
Distinctive Landscapes- 
Coasts 
1. How do waves affect the 
coastline? 
2. What processes affect 
coastlines? 

Natural Hazards 
1. How does global 
atmospheric circulation 
control the climate? 
2. Why do some places suffer 
from extreme weather? 
3. Why do tropical storms 
form? 

UK in the 21st Century 
5. How is South Wales an 
economic hub? 
6. How is the UK involved 
in the Ukraine conflict? 
7. Is media an important 
export for the UK? 
8. How has ethnicity 
affected the UK’s food? 



3. How do destructive waves 
create landforms- bays and 
headlands, stacks and 
stumps? 
4. How do constructive 
waves create landforms- 
beaches, spits?  
5. How have landforms been 
created on the Holderness 
Coast? 
6. How is the Holderness 
Coast managed? 
Urban Futures 
1. How does urbanisation 
vary? 
2. Why do LIDCs urbanise 
rapidly? 
3. What are the trends of 
urbanisation in ACs? 
4. How important is London 
and Lagos? 
5. How does migration affect 
London and Lagos? 
6. How does London manage 
housing, transport, and 
inequality? 
7. How does Lagos manage 
slums, informal jobs and 
waste? 
8. How sustainable are both 
cities? 

4. How does El Nino create a 
drought? 
5. How did Hurricane Katrina 
affect USA? 
6. How do droughts affect 
Australia? 
7. What is the structure of the 
Earth? 
8. How do destructive, 
constructive, conservative, 
and collision plate boundaries 
operate? 
9. Why do volcanic eruptions 
and earthquakes occur? 
10. How did Pakistan’s 
earthquake 2005 affect the 
country? 
 
UK in the 21st Century 
1. What is the UK’s 
distribution of population, 
land use, rainfall etc? 
2. How has the population 
changed since 2001? 
3. Is an ageing population a 
problem? 
4. How have our jobs and 
employment changed since 
2001? 

 
Revision for GCSE 
assessment 

 

 


