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1. Woodham Academy’s Vision

The school has a clear sense of purpose as a high-performance education provider.

We expect all those connected with the school to demonstrate shared values of Hard work, aim
high, never give up and be kind. We believe that all students must develop the skills that will
enable them to become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. We
hold it to be true that success comes from commitment on the part of the students, parents and
staff.

Woodham Academy is committed to providing a stimulating and enriched curriculum for its
most able students by offering varied learning opportunities, access to advanced resources, and
tailored support to foster critical thinking, creativity, and academic excellence to allow all
students to become the best versions of themselves.



2. Woodham Academy’s Curriculum Aims

e To provide an education which is as wide, enjoyable and interesting as possible and allows
all students to reach their full potential.

e To enable all students to understand and value themselves and their community.

e To encourage students to think clearly and make rational decisions based upon knowledge,
information and experience.

e To give students an appreciation of creative, aesthetic, sporting, scientific, mathematical,
linguistic, spiritual, cultural and technological traditions and achievements.

e To promote intellectual curiosity.

e To provide an opportunity for active participation in all aspects of the curriculum.

e To develop a set of values which will enable students to act with compassion, understanding
and tolerance for the common good.

e To prepare students to respond positively and with flexibility to change.

e To help students acquire basic knowledge, concepts, skills and practical abilities to equip
them for life in modern Britain.

e To achieve the highest possible standards in literacy and numeracy.

e To prepare students to accept responsibility for themselves and their well-being, economic
and otherwise, and contribute to, and cooperate with society.

e To provide a curriculum that leads to qualifications which are appropriate and will support
students through further education, training and careers

3. Curriculum Development

Curriculum development throughout the school is the joint responsibility of the Governors
Curriculum Committee, full Governing Body, the Headteacher, and Leadership Group. Heads
of Department are responsible to the Leadership Group and Governors for development in their
departments.

Matters such as the balance and design of the curriculum at KS3 and KS4, and whole school
curriculum development planning, take place by means of liaison/consultation between

Governing Body (via the Governors Curriculum Committee), LG and Heads of Department.

Annual review and evaluation takes place as part of the School Development planning process.

4. Curriculum Monitoring

Several means exist at Woodham Academy for monitoring and evaluating the curriculum.

e The Leadership group and heads of department as well as the Quality of Education team are
responsible for carrying put frequent monitoring of the curriculum through department
reviews, learning walks, line management meetings, reviews of curriculum documentation.
The curriculum is monitored through the Curriculum and Planning committee and Full
Governors.

5. Complaints about the Curriculum




Where there are complaints about the curriculum, these should be handled according to the
usual procedure for dealing with complaints. See Woodham Academy Complaints Policy.

6. GCSE Option Choices

Purpose: This section outlines the procedures and guidelines for students selecting their GCSE
options, ensuring a fair, transparent, and supportive process.

Scope: This policy applies to all students in Year 9 who will be entering Year 10 and selecting
their GCSE subjects.

Policy Statement: Our school is committed to providing students with a broad and balanced
curriculum that meets their individual needs, interests, and future aspirations. The GCSE option
choices process is designed to help students make informed decisions about their education.

Procedures
6.1 Information and Guidance:

Information Sessions: The school will hold information sessions for students and parents to
explain the GCSE options process, subject choices, and the implications of these choices. These
will be in the format of assemblies, recorded videos and options evening

Guidance Materials: Comprehensive guidance materials, including subject descriptions, career
pathways, and entry requirements for further education, will be provided via Options booklets

6.2 Support

Individual support: Students will have access to individual sessions with form tutors following
Progress check assessments as well as from teachers and career advisors to discuss their options
and receive personalised advice.

Parent Involvement: Parents are encouraged to participate in the decision-making process and
attend information sessions. We will make sure all materials including options videos and
booklets are available on the school website to support this decision making process.

6.3 Selecting options

Distribution: Students will use Edval choices to select their options. Webcodes and instructions
will be distributed to students via their school email in the spring term of Year 9.

Submission: Completed option forms must be submitted by the specified deadline. Late
submissions may not be accommodated.

6.4 Subject Availability

Minimum Numbers: Subjects will be offered based on student interest and minimum class sizes.
If a subject does not meet the minimum number of students, it may not be offered.

Timetable Constraints: The final subject offerings will be determined by timetable constraints
and staffing availability.



6.5 Oversubscribed Subjects:

Selection Criteria: If a subject is oversubscribed, priority will be given based on a combination
of factors, including students reserve choices, and some individual circumstances.

Alternative Options: Students who are not allocated their first-choice subject will be offered
alternative options from their 2 reserve options. We will make additional guidance available to

help them make suitable choices.

Waiting List: A waiting list will be maintained for oversubscribed subjects, and students will be
informed if a place becomes available.

6.6 Triple Science and Further Maths:
Eligibility Criteria: Criteria for Triple Science and Further Maths will be based on prior
academic performance, teacher recommendations, and assessment results across the Key Stage

(Y7-9).

Notification: Students and parents will be informed of the eligibility criteria for these subjects
during the information sessions and through guidance materials.

Support for all Students: The school will ensure that all students have access to a broad range
of subjects that match their abilities and interests, providing additional support where needed.
6.8 Changes to Options:

Request for Changes: Students may request changes to their options within a specified period
after submission. Requests will be considered based on availability and individual circumstances.

Final Confirmation: Final confirmation of GCSE options will be provided before the end of the
summer term.

6.9 Responsibilities:
Students: To engage actively in the options process, seek guidance, and submit forms on time.

Parents: To support their children in making informed decisions and attend information
sessions.

Teachers and Advisors: To provide accurate information, guidance, and support to students
and parents.

Contact Information: For any questions or further assistance, please contact Year 9 Head of
Year (HOY) or Mrs Dickinson (Deputy Headteacher).



