
Y8 content = Britain and Empire and Slavery to the Whitehouse - 
Key Points

Empire - The British Empire began in the late 1500s under Queen 
Elizabeth I and had grown to rule over 400 million people by 1913. 
Britain ruled over a ¼ of the world population. They built an empire 
to gain more power and money. The British Empire started in the 
Americas but soon spread to include colonies such as Africa, Asia 
and Australasia. 

Slavery - When Africans were transported to America they went to 
auction to be bought by White Americas. They were then taken to 
work on sugar, tobacco or cotton plantations. Here many slaves 
rebelled in two ways: active resistance - by running away, setting 
fire to their owners' homes and passive resistance - working very 
slow and destroying crops. 

Y8 – Cycle 2 Assessment Revision

Y7 - Saxons/Normans 
Battle of Gate Fulford – Saxons (Edwin and Morcar) vs Vikings (Hardrada and 
Tostig)
Battle of Stamford Bridge – Saxons (Harold Godwinson) vs Vikings (Hardrada 
and Tostig)
Battle of Hastings – Saxons (Harold Godwinson) vs Normans (William of 
Normandy)

Feudal system – King, Barons, Knights, Peasants 

Medieval England
Black Death 1346
Causes – Jews, planets in the solar system, staring into someone's 
eyes, poison in the air, punishment from God
Consequences-  1/3 of the population killed, cats and dogs were killed, 
Jews were killed, Peasants revolt

Monarchy and Society
Gunpowder Plot 1605
Causes – King James I treated Catholics unfairly, Catholic priests were 
banned from the country, Catholics banned from practicing mass
Events – 36 barrels of Gunpowder, Guy Fawkes, letter revealed the 
plot.
Consequences- Catholic plotters were hanged, drawn and quartered, 
Catholics couldn't be MP's, Catholics couldn't own land or vote.

Witchcraft
Many people were superstitious in Early Modern England. Old, ugly, 
widowed women were blamed for witchcraft. Matthew Hopkins killed 
over 400 women for witchcraft. King James I wrote a book called 
Demonology that created fear towards witches.

Y8 - Victorian Britain

Question Types

INTERPRETATION QUESTION

To do well on this question you must:
1. Identify a difference between the interpretations
2. Support that difference with quotes from each 

source.

Key definitions
Source – Evidence from the time period you are studying 
e.g. diary, artefact, newspaper

Interpretation – Evidence from after the event, usually a 
historian's opinion e.g. textbook

Chronology – Putting events/period in time order. For 
example, the Romans came before the Tudors.

Useful SOURCE QUESTION
To do well on this question you must:
1. Identify what the source suggests
2. Support this with quotes
3. Include the word usefu

Y8 - Industrial Revolution and social conditions
• The period 1750 to 1900 is labelled the Industrial Revolution. This describes the huge changes that occurred in 

the way people worked in the years after 1750.  ‘Industrial’ is another word for ‘work’ and ‘revolution’ refers 
to ‘change’. At this time people moved from manufacturing goods at home to working in new steam-powered 
factories. The revolution happened because: new raw materials were available, the British Empire and the 
increase in population., There was new inventions and entrepreneurs. In 1750, 7 million people lived in 
England. By 1900, England’s population had quadrupled to nearly 40 million! The population of Darlington 
was 50,000 by 1900.

• However, this dramatic population increase meant that cities became overcrowded. Cities grew too quickly 
for the government to deal with. They were dark places, especially at night as street light only appeared from 
1800. Rent was high especially in areas like London, which resulted in homelessness, poverty and 
unemployment. People lived in slum houses and poor sanitation meant that filth was left in the streets. 
Furthermore, the smoke from the factories polluted the streets and cities were dirty places. People turned to 
criminal activity to survive: in particular petty crime such as pick-pocketing was common. Women turned to 
prostitution. 

Policing 18th and 19th Century
• Before the 18th and 19th century there was no official police force. Nightwatchmen were used to patrol the 

streets.
• As the population was increasing, previous methods of law enforcement became in effective. In 1750 the 

Fielding brothers set up the Bow Street Runners to patrol the streets of London.
• In 1829, a huge change happened. Robert Peel introduced the Metropolitan Police to deal with the increasing 

crime rates and centralised law enforcement for the first time.

Attitudes in Victorian England
• Class – Working class: 70% of the population, lived in slums, back to back housing, town-centres, poor diets, 

jobs in factories and mines. Middle class: 25% of the population, lived edge of towns, semi detached houses, 
some had gardens, better diet, factory owners, doctors

• Upper Class – 5%, royalty, earls, lords, lived further out in big houses, luxury diets.
• Gender – Women were seen as second class citizens, owned by their husband, expected to be housewives. By 

1900, women rights had taken a step forward. 
• Homosexuality - Being a homosexual was classed as a crime in Victorian England.Judgement

To do well on this question you must:
1. Give a judgement phrase – to what extent to you 

agree with the question
2. Give 2-3 reasons to support this
3. Compare to other factors/include criteria such as 

e.g. who is affected/to what scale/what did it lead 
to?
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