CHORDS

There are 2 main types of chords. Chord help to thicken the texture and make a sona sound more

interesting!

MAJOR

PC2 - Revision

A chord that only uses 3 notes is
called a triad!

/-\ Remember the pattern for figuring
' out a triad on the piano:
MINOR Play — Miss — Play — Miss - Play

The primary chords are chords 1, 4 and 5 (I, IV and V in Roman numerals). These are the most
commonly used chords in many styles of music.

MUSICAL ELEMENTS

Pitch High or Low

Duration | The length of a note. Long or short.

Dynamics | Loud or soft. (The volume)

Tempo Fast or Slow (The speed)

Timbre The sound of the instrument

Texture | Thick or thin. (How many parts are playing together)

Silence No music or sound.

Beat A steady pulse throughout a piece of music.

Rhythm | A pattern of notes grouped together.

OTHER KEY VOCABULARY

Chords

A group of notes played together at the same time

Triad

A chord made up of 3 notes

Primary chords

Chords I, IV and V (1, 4 and 5) — the most commonly used chords

Riff

A repeating pattern, often played in the bass

Improvisation

The performer makes the music up as they go along

Polyrhythm Multiple different rhythm patterns played together at the same time
Slap note Striking the edge of the djembe with fingertips
Bass note Striking the centre of the djembe with a cupped hand

Master drummer

The leader of a percussion performance

Syncopation

Off-beat rhythm patterns

Skank rhythm In reggae, playing the chords on beats 2 and 4

Walking bass The bass riff used in blues

12-bar blues A standard 12-bar chord structure made up of the primary notes

Blues scale The group of notes used to create melodies in blues pieces

Triplet A group of 3 equal-length notes played in the time of two

Ganza Samba instrument - shaker

Apito Whistle used by the sambista to signal changes of section

Surdo Samba bass drum

Sambista The leader of a samba band

Tamborim Small flat-headed drum, used to play rhythmic cycles

Agogo Double-headed bell, used to play rhythmic cycles

Groove The main section of a samba piece, where all performers play their rhythmic cycles
Break Sections which occur when the main groove stops, and may include call and response




BLUES

12 bar blues chords in C:

1-C 1-C 1-C 1-C
IV-F IV-F I-C 1-C
V-G IV-F 1-C 1-C
Blues scale:
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British note

e Note symbols | Note value REST
Semibreve o 4 beats ——
Minim CJ 2 beats .
Crotchet J 1 beat 3
Quaver ) 1/2 of a beat Y
Semiquaver ﬁ 1/4 of a beat '7

. FACE

Coffee — 2 quavers

Lemonade — 2
semiquavers and 1

quaver

Sausages — triplet
(3 equal notes
played in 1 beat)




SUGGESTED REVISION TASKS

e Make some flashcards to test yourself on the information contained above

e Use www.teachinggadget.com to practise rhythm and pitch notation tasks

o Create a set of quiz questions based on the revision sections above. Use these questions to test a
friend, or ask someone to test you.

e If you have access to a keyboard, either a real one or online, practice playing a variety of
chords/the blues scale



http://www.teachinggadget.com/

