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Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
Thank you to those parents/carers who have contacted the school with understandable questions 
with regard to the current weather. One of the most common lines of enquiry revolves around air 
conditioning, more specifically, that it is faulty or not working. Unfortunately, Woodham Academy 
does not have air conditioning. When the school was built, the Department for Education provided 
us with an excellent facility, but air conditioning is not part of any standard build. As far as I'm 
aware, this is the same for all of the new builds in our area. The system that we do have operates 
in a way that circulates the air, ideally creating a draft to avoid stale conditions. Unfortunately, 
when the air outside is as warm as it is, the desired cooling effect falls well short of a specific air 
conditioning system.  
 
I would like to address another misconception that a student was taken ill yesterday as a result of 
the heat inside our building. This is simply inaccurate. The student in question was part of an 
external visit and was not actually at Woodham throughout the day.  
 
As you will have seen, we have taken the following steps to help students and staff during this 
period of hot weather: 
 

1. Relaxed uniform requirements 
2. Ventilation (air flow) system in school is working to the best of its ability/design 
3. Recommended that students bring water to school 
4. Moved students to where we think the environment might be cooler (e.g. Year 7 morning 

meeting) 
5. Continued monitoring of weather forecasts and government guidance 

 
To repeat, thank you to those parents/carers who have contacted the school with questions and 
for your ongoing support. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

Mr A Bell 
Headteacher 


