
 
 

Student Transition Booklet 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Name  

 
Primary School 

 



ALL ABOUT ME 
 

Your form tutor would love to find out more about you.   

Please answer the following questions, you might not be able to answer all of them straight away.  

 

My first day of Secondary school will be on ……………………………………….…………………………………..…………….. 

My Head of Year at Woodham Academy will be ………………………………………….………………..………………………. 

My Assistant Head of Year at Woodham Academy will be ……………………………….………………..……..…………… 

My Key Stage 3 Coordinator at Woodham Academy will be …………………………………………….....……….……….. 

My Form tutor at Woodham Academy will be …………………………………….……………………………………………….… 

My favourite sport is ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

My favourite music is……………………………………….……...……………………………………………………………..…………….. 

My favourite food is …………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………... 

My favourite colour is ….……………………………………….……………………………..………………………………………………... 

My favourite TV programme is …………….…………………………………………………………...…………..……………………... 

List three things that you like to do when you’re not in school 

1)  ……………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………… 

2)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………… 

3)   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….. 

  



 

When I am older I would like to ….....…………………………………………………………………………………….……………….. 

….…………………………………………………………………………………..….…………………………………………………………..…..….. 

 

At Secondary school I am most looking forward to ………………………………………….…………..……………………….. 

….…………………………………………………………………………………..….………………………………………………………..……..….. 

….…………………………………………………………………………………..….………………………………………………………..……..….. 

….…………………………………………………………………………………..….………………………………………………..……………..….. 

….…………………………………………………………………………………..….…………………………………………..…………………..….. 

 

At Secondary school I am most nervous about …..……………………………..…………..….………………………..……….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..….……………………………………………………….….…….. 

….…………………………………….……………………………………………..….………………………………………….…………………..….. 

….…………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………...….……………………………..….. 

….…………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………..….……………………………..….. 

 

 

 



 

 

Draw a picture of yourself, or attach a photo, and next to the arrows write some adjectives 

that best describes you as a person.  
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     



KEY STAFF IN YEAR 7 

 
Mrs T Taylor 

Assistant Headteacher & 

Music teacher 
 
 

  
Miss A Barnett 

Head of Year 7 & 

Science teacher 

Miss D Patterson 

SENCo & 

Science teacher 

 
 

  
Miss R O’Sullivan 

Assistant Head of Year 

 

Mrs C Bradley 

Key Stage 3 Coordinator 

 

 

 



YEAR 7 TUTORS 
 

 

   
Mrs S Clark 

Year 7 Tutor & 

Head of Design & Tech. 

 

Mr J Dixon 

Year 7 Tutor & 

Teacher of Mathematics 

 

Miss H Grimstone 

Year 7 Tutor & 

Teacher of Computing 
 

 

  
Miss L Leadley 

Year 7 Tutor & 

Head of French 

 

Mr N Mann 

Year 7 Tutor & 

Teacher of Science 

 
 

   
Mr J O'Hara 

Year 7 Tutor & 

Teacher of Mathematics  

 

Miss G Proctor 

Year 7 Tutor & 

Teacher of Religious Studies  

 

Mr D Walker 

Year 7 Tutor & 

Teacher of Design & Tech. 
 

 



UNIFORM 
 

• Grey suit jacket with embroidered school logo (separate fit for male and female) to be worn at all times. 

• Tie: Years 7 black with GREEN stripe. 

• White shirt (long or short sleeved). 

• Black formal school trousers or skirt. Formal means without visible zips or fashion accessories.  The skirt must 

be the school pleated skirt and must be purchased from the suppliers.  No other skirts will be allowed. 

• Black leather formal or similar polishable shoes. No trainer-style shoes, boots or plimsolls.  Boots may be 

worn in adverse weather conditions with trousers only (trousers must be worn outside of the boots). 

• Plain black belt, no more than 3cm wide, with a plain buckle, if required. 

• In cold weather students can wear a plain white t-shirt, underneath their school shirt for extra warmth, 

however this should not be visible.  Or a grey jumper with the embroidered school logo (purchased from the 

school suppliers). 

• School bag to carry all equipment needed for the day.  Fashion handbags are not acceptable at any time. 

• A dark coloured coat can be worn over the suit jacket to and from the school but must be removed inside the 

school building. 

• No cardigans, hoodies or jumpers (without the school logo) should be worn at any time, even as an 

alternative to a coat. 

 

PE Kit 

• Aptus Short Sleeve Training Top (unisex) 

• Plain black PE shorts or plain black training pants / tracksuit bottoms or 

Plain black sports leggings (female) 

• Swimming costume (one piece) or swimming shorts, swimming cap, towel 

(students will be advised when to bring these into school) 

• Indoor and outdoor footwear 

 

Optional items 

• Plain black hoodie or plain black zip up sports jacket for outdoor lessons 

• Aptus 1/4 Zip Training Top (long sleeve) 

• Sports Socks (black) 

• Swimming goggles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  



FIRST DAY CHECKLIST / EQUIPMENT 
 

 

Essential Items 

    

Pen (black/blue) Pencil Ruler Rubber 

    
 
 

 

Essential Items – issued by school 

 

 

 

Student Planner 
Pen 

(green) 
Whiteboard 

Marker 

   
 
 

 

Optional Items 

  
Water bottle Packed lunch 

  
 

Students will often be expected to use a green biro pen and a black whiteboard marker in lessons.  

These will be provided for students but you may prefer to have your own. 

 

Once you have received your timetable you can use this to help prepare your bag for the following day.  

Make sure that you have the relevant exercise books and PE kit where required. 

 

Students will be allowed to bring a mobile phone to school, but this needs to be switched off and placed 

in school bags until they are off the school site. 



WOODHAM ACADEMY VALUES 
 

 
 

We have 4 simple values that we expect all Woodham students to follow.  These will be regularly 

referred to throughout the day, both within and outside of lessons.  Our reward system is built 

on these values, with achievement points awarded for students who show a real commitment 

to these values. 



HOW CAN YOU DEMONSTRATE OUR SCHOOL VALUES? 

 

Can you give examples of where you have demonstrated these values?  This could be in your 

primary school, at home or during a sport or other hobby. 

 

Be Kind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aim High 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Hard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Never Give Up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER PROJECT 

 At Woodham Academy our four school values are very important, and we like to 

celebrate when our students demonstrate them. 

 

Think about a time when you’ve demonstrated one or more of our values and create 

an outcome that shows or describes how you did this.  You might want to write a 

story, draw a picture, print a photograph, or you can even get creative and present it 

in a different format.  You can work in the space below or you can produce something 

outside of your booklet. 

 

Remember to bring you project with you on the first day of school so that your tutor 

can award achievement points for completing it.  Prizes will be awarded in each tutor 

group for the most creative piece of work and the best example of how our values 

have been demonstrated. 

 

BE KIND       –       AIM HIGH       –       WORK HARD       –       NEVER GIVE UP 
 

 



PREPARING FOR THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

Getting to school 

1. How are you getting to school? …………………………..……………………………………………………………. 

2. How long will it take me? .…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. What time will I need to leave the house?  …………………………………………..…………………………… 

4. Where do I catch the bus from?  …………………………………………………………………………..………….. 

5. What bus number do I need to catch?  ………………………………………………………..…………………… 

 

 

                  
 
 

TIMINGS OF THE SCHOOL DAY 
 

Your first day will be Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
 

M
O

R
N

IN
G

 

08:40 Morning Meeting 

09:05 – 09:55 Lesson 1 

09:55 – 10:45 Lesson 2 

10:45 – 11:00 Break 

11:00 – 11:50 Lesson 3 

11:50 – 12:40 Lesson 4 

A
F

T
E

R
N

O
O

N
 

12:40 – 13:20 Lunch 

13:20 – 14:10 Lesson 5 

14:10 – 15:00 Lesson 6 

15:00 – 15:15 Tutor time / Assembly 

15:15 End of school 
Breakfast will be available to purchase from the dining hall from 8:00am 

 

1. What time do I need to be at school for? ….......………………………………………..…….……….…..… 

2. How long does each lesson last for? …..………………………………………………..….…….……….…….. 

3. How long do I have for lunch? .....……………………………………………….………………….……….……… 

4. How long will I spend with my tutor at the end of the day? ..…………………….……….…….……. 

5. What time will I finish school? .………………………….…………………………………………………..…….… 



SUBJECTS THAT I WILL STUDY 
 

□ Maths 

□ Numeracy 

□ English 

□ Accelerated Reading 

□ Chemistry 

□ Biology 

□ Physics 

□ History 

□ Geography 

□ PE 

□ French 

□ Religious Studies 

□ Computing 

□ Art 

□ Music 

□ Design & Technology 

 

1. What subjects do I enjoy the most and why?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. Which subjects do I feel less confident about and why? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



EXAMPLE OF A STUDENT TIMETABLE 

 

Students at Woodham Academy will follow a 2-week timetable.  This is an example of week A. 

 

 
 

 

1. How many lessons do you have a day? …………………………………….………………………..……………… 

2. What is the name of the teacher who teaches 7G/Ar (Art)? …..………..…………………………………. 

3. What room would you go to if you had Geography with Mrs Stout? ...……………..………………... 

4. How many lessons would you have learning History with Miss Ramsey? …….……….…………… 

5. What day would I need to bring my PE kit? .………………………..…………………..………………………… 

 

 

 



LESSON ROUTINES AT WOODHAM 

 

  



EXPECTATIONS AT WOODHAM 

 At Woodham Academy, we have high expectations of all our students.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During lessons we want all students to be able to receive a high standard of education and to 

be able to work to the best of their ability without being distracted by others. We feel that it is 

not fair for students to distract others through silly behaviour and not following 

teachers’  instructions. Five years of secondary school will go faster than you think, and it is 

important that we make the most of every lesson.  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outside of lessons, we expect students to behave sensibly. Students are expected to walk 

calmly and with purpose around the school. During break and lunch time we have plenty of 

grassed areas outside where you can run around and play football with your friends. Some of 

you may prefer to sit on our picnic benches having a chat or attend one of our extra-curricular 

activities.  



REWARDS AT WOODHAM  

Here at Woodham Academy we love to congratulate students and celebrate their hard work 

and effort.  Teachers take every opportunity to praise students in lessons, especially if students 

are demonstrating our school values of ‘Be Kind’, ‘Work Hard’, ‘Aim High’ and ‘Never Give Up’.  

Students are also regularly awarded for good attendance.  If you want to be successful it is 

important that you attend school regularly and on time. 

Here are some of the rewards we offer at Woodham: 

 

 

  



FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND SCHOOL 

 

Woodham Academy is built on 3 floors and a there is a separate PE block, which includes a swimming 

pool!  

  

Each classroom will be labelled and this will tell you whether it is on the ground floor, 1st floor or 2nd 

floor. 

   

• Ground Floor Classrooms G-01 to G-011  

• 1st Floor Classrooms 1-01 to 1-20  

• 2nd Floor Classroom 2-01 to 2-24  

 

When you get to the correct floor, the classrooms are in number order so it will be easy for you to find 

where you need to go to.  Don’t worry, we will make sure that you have enough time to explore the 

building on your first day, without any of the other year groups here.  
 

  

 

Finding your way around:  Colouring Task!  

 

You can already start to find your way around 

by completing the following task.   

 

Below you will find the different subjects and the areas of the school that they 

will be taught in.  For example, Music is on the ground floor in rooms G-10 and 

G-11.  Find these on the map and colour the rooms in a chosen colour.  Label this 

colour ‘Music’.  Choose a different subject, find the classrooms on the map and 

colour in with a different colour.  Keep going and you will soon be able to see the 

different areas of the school. 

 

 

 

  

 

DEPARTMENT ROOMS 

Art  1-01  –  1-03 

Design & Technology  G-03  –  G-07 

English  1-12  –  1-20 

French  2-10  –  2-12 

Geography  1-09  –  1-11 

History  1-06  –  1-08 

IT  2-06  –  2-08, 2-20 

Mathematics  2-05, 2-09, 2-14  –  2-19 

Music  G10  –  G11 

Religious Studies  1-04  –  1-05 

Science  2-01  –  2-04, 2-21  –  2-24 



PLAN OF SCHOOL 

Ground Floor 
 

 



First Floor 

 

  



Second Floor 

 

 

  



Sports Block 

 



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

Some of the extra-curricular activities that we currently offer at Woodham Academy are: 

 

 Board Games Club 

 Dance Academy 

 Engineering Academy 

 Fitness Club 

 Instrumental Group 

 Science Club  

 Performing Arts Academy 

 Netball Academy 

 Reading/Library 

 Samba Band 

 Science Club 

 Table Tennis 

 Ukulele Club 

 Woodham Sound Vocals 

 Swimming Club 

 Homework Club 

 

Are there any activities that we do not currently offer that you might be interested in? 

…………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



THE SCHOOL CANTEEN 

At Woodham Academy there is no necessity to bring money into school.  On your first day you will need to have 

your thumb print taken and this will be linked to your ‘ParentPay’ account.  You will use your thumb every time 

you want to buy anything from the canteen.  Your parents/carers will need to add money to your ‘ParentPay’ 

account.  They will also be able to log in and see what you have eaten and spent each day! 
 

If you receive free school meals you will have an allocated amount added to your account each day.  You are only 

able to use this at lunchtime and not at breakfast or breaktime.  
 

Our dining hall is available every morning from 8:00am and will serve breakfast.  It is also open at breaktime too.  

 

Examples of our school menus and price list are as follows:  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

The best buy is what is called the ‘Meal Deal’. This is a main dish, with either a sweet treat or a drink, purchased 

together.  The price set from September 2026 will be in line with the price of a free school meal, as determined by 

Durham County Council. 

 

You need to watch what you buy and learn not to spend too much.  It can get very expensive if you buy from the 

dining hall three times a day! 

 

  



YEAR 7 STUDENT VOICE 

 

 

 

 

Read what our current Year 7 students thought when starting at Woodham Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Been there and 

done that!” 

 

“The extra-curricular clubs at Woodham are great. I go to 

Tech Club, and it is such a friendly atmosphere. The best 

part is that you get to take home your creations, and we 

start a new project every month.  There are lots of 

opportunities at Woodham for people with different 

interests to try new things “ 

Thomas, Heighington CE Primary School 

month. There are lots of opportunities at Woodham for 

“I was the only person to go to Woodham from 

my primary school. I felt nervous and didn’t 

know if I’d make new friends. Here I am now, 

with lots of new friends and really enjoying 

school. Looking back, I wish I hadn’t been 

nervous” 

Yvie, Walworth Primary School 
 

“I was nervous about taking a big step into 

secondary school. I thought the teachers would 

be strict and I wouldn’t make friends, but it was a 

really positive experience. I actually made lots of 

new friends, and the teachers are lovely”  

Aidan, Byerley Park Primary School 

 

“One of my favourite things about Woodham 

is the clubs that are on offer. My favourite 

thing to do is mountain biking at Hamsterley 

Forest. I go every week, and it’s nice to spend 

time with my friends outside of school”  

Sam, Byerley Park Primary School 
 

“Moving to secondary school can be 

scary, but it’s nothing to worry about. 

Staff are nice and very supportive. If you 

have a problem or worry, there’s always 

someone to talk to”  

Jacob, Sugar Hill Primary School 
 

“To all the Year 6’s who may be worried, you’ll have a great 

time. If you’re worried about who to go to if you need help, 

then go to the Year 7 office to talk to your Head of Year 

and Assistant Head of Year. They will also help you if you 

need spare equipment or have any questions. The support 

team are amazing. Good luck to everyone coming!”   

Abigail, Woodham Burn Primary School 

 

“The school musicals and the choir at Woodham are 

my favourite aspects of school. When I came from 

primary school, I was nervous and wanted to meet 

new people, so I auditioned for the musical. I was so 

proud of myself and my peers and it gave me an 

extreme confidence boost. Participating in this helped 

me settle in quickly”  

Gracie, Vane Road Primary School 
 

“Lessons at Woodham are amazing; they’re extremely 

educational and fun. Unlike primary school, you get 

the opportunity to do lots of practical lessons. There is 

also a much wider variety of subjects too, such as food 

technology, engineering and graphic design” 

Faye Ann, Chilton Academy  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was nervous about starting secondary school, but I 

made loads of new friends because everyone here is 

friendly. I found that there was lots of support if you 

needed it. The Year 7 office is easy to get to, and your 

Head of Year and Assistant Head of Year are always 

there to help. There are lots of clubs to attend which 

are helpful for making new friends” 

Arthur, Vane Road Primary School 

“At first the idea of secondary school seemed 

daunting. However, as soon as I joined Woodham, I 

felt instantly welcomed by staff and students. When 

I got lost, somebody always showed me where to 

go, and when I was struggling in lessons, my 

teachers helped. Woodham is a very welcoming 

place, where everyone can feel happy and safe” 

Niamh, St Mary’s RC Primary School 

“The food at Woodham is really good! Recently the lunch 

menu has been added to with food from different cultures 

and countries, ranging from English fish and chips to French 

toasties. There are also a variety of paninis, salad bowls and 

plenty of options for dietary requirements” 

Jack, Woodham Burn Primary School  

 

“The support staff at Woodham are very helpful. 

The Year 7 staff have been there for me recently 

when I needed them. When I first came to 

Woodham, I joined the Dance Academy. I went to 

the first session alone, and now I feel like I could 

talk to anybody there. It’s very inclusive”  

Isabella, Aycliffe Village Primary School 

“Moving to secondary school can be scary, 

but it’s nothing to worry about. Staff are 

nice and very supportive. If you have a 

problem or worry, there’s always someone 

to talk to”  

Jacob, Sugar Hill Primary School 

“The extra-curricular activities that the school 

offers are brilliant! They offer a variety of 

activities linked to sports, science, geography 

and history. The teachers that run the clubs 

make you feel welcome” 

Sid, Vane Road Primary School  “When I first joined Woodham, I was a little worried, 

but after opening up to the teachers, I felt much 

better and more settled. My Assistant Head of Year 

has been very helpful to talk to. Don’t be scared to 

open up to anyone if you’re unsure or need help”  

Eden, Sugar Hill Primary School  



  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Washington Crescent, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham. DL5 4AX 
Tel:  01325 300328 / E-Mail:  info@woodham.org.uk / Website:  www.woodham.org.uk 


