
Romans, Normans and Medieval Life Monarchy and Society

Key definitions

Cause – Why an event happened/took place

Consequence – What happened after the event e.g. the aftermath, impact

Chronology – Putting events/period in time order. For example, the Romans came 
before the Tudors.

Romans 
• Boudicca was a member of the Iceni who rebelled against the Romans.
• Hadrian's Wall was built for many reasons: trade, defence – keep the Scots out, offence, 

legacy of Hadrian and to discipline the soldiers.

     Saxon and Normans
• Edward the Confessor died the 5th January 1066 and Harold Godwinson was crowned 

King of England on the 6th January 1066. However , Edgar Aethling, Harald Hardrada and 
William of Normandy believed they had a claim to the English throne. This led to 3 
battles: 

     1. Battle of Gate Fulford (Edwin/Morcar VS Hardrada/Tostig = Saxon VS Vikings)  

     2.Battle of Stamford Bridge (Harold Godwinson VS Hardrada/Tostig = Saxon VS Vikings) -    
Vikings returned to Norway with only 24 out of 300 ships.

     3. Battle of Hastings (Harold Godwinson VS William of Normandy = Saxons VS Normans)

• William won at the Battle of Hastings and was crowned King of England on 25th 
December 1066. He had many problems during his reign. The area of England that caused 
him the most problems was the North of England. He made many changes to England 
such as he built 500 castles, created the Feudal System and introduced the Forest Laws.

• What were the monarchs/Individuals in Medieval England known for?
     King Henry II – Death of Thomas Beckett
     King John – Signing the Magna Carta
     Simon De Montfort – Introduction of Parliament

• Black Death 1346
• Cause = Movement of planets, eye contact, punishment by God, blamed on Jews, 

invisible poisons.
• Event = People would have boils/fever/sickness. Red crosses were put on doors, people 

encouraged not to travel.
• Consequence = 1/3 of the population died, more food, peasants in demand more, 

church did not help, led to more education on science.

• Peasants Revolt 1381
  Cause = Peasants (90% of the population) were made to pay a poll tax  and they had low  
wages.
     Event = Wat Tyler led the revolt against King Richard II and marched the rebels to London.
    Consequence = Wat Tyler was killed. A Poll Tax was not introduced until 1990.

Tudors
• Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Lady Jane Grey, Mary I, Elizabeth I, James I
• Religion = Henry VIII = Reformed the church by creating the Protestant religion, Edward 

VI = Protestant, Mary I = Catholic, Elizabeth I = Protestant, James I = Protestant

Stuarts
Gunpowder Plot
Cause – King James I was unpopular, unfair towards the Catholics.

Event – Catholic plotters tried to blow up Parliament with 36 barrels of Gunpowder

Consequence – Plot failed, Catholic Plotters were guilty of treason and were hanged, 
drawn and quartered. Harsher treatment towards Catholics.

Witchcraft
Cause – People believed in witches as they had no one to blame for events such as bad 
harvests/crops, diseases etc. Individuals such as King James I and Matthew Hopkins (the 
witchfinder general) created fear towards witches.

Characteristics of a witch – old, widowed women would be accused. They may have a 
mole, a domestic animal.

Punishment – Witches would be hanged or burnt at the stake. Matthew Hopkins was 
responsible for nearly 400 women's deaths due to witchcraft.
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Problems Queen Elizabeth I faced
Question types

Inference question
2 inferences made and support each inference with detail

e.g. I can infer from the source...
Detail to support this is 

x2

Enquiry question 
Agree, disagree and conclusion

For your agree and disagree paragraph you need to give a point and 
2-3 pieces of knowledge to support it.

Conclusion: Pick which factor you agree with the most and explain 
why

Point: I largely agree that the King had the most power in Medieval 
England.
Evidence:
For example, one way the king demonstrated his power is..
In addition, the king also had power as...
Thirdly, an event that shows the king had the most power is …

Revision tips:

• Do not just read the sheet!
• Make additional notes e.g. use post-it notes, create 

flashcards.
• Ask somebody to quiz you on the content 
• Create mind maps, check what you have missed and write 

down in green pen, then re-create the mind maps.
• Read the sheet, turn-over, write down everything you can 

remember. Repeat this until you can remember most things!

Religion:
Queen Elizabeth I faced religious problems because England was divided between Catholics and 
Protestants when she became queen in 1558. She made a compromise that made England Protestant 
again but kept some Catholic features, which pleased neither side. Catholics were especially 
unhappy with reforms such as returning the Prayer Book to English, so they supported Mary, Queen of 
Scots, and some took part in plots against Elizabeth, while the Pope excommunicated her in 1570, 
making her rule more insecure.

Spain:
Queen Elizabeth I faced problems with Spain because it was a powerful Catholic country ruled by 
King Philip II, who strongly opposed England’s Protestant religion. Elizabeth also rejected his proposal 
for marriage. Tensions grew because Elizabeth supported Protestant rebels in the Netherlands and 
allowed English sailors like Sir Francis Drake to attack Spanish ships. These conflicts led to war in 
1585, and in 1588 Philip tried to invade England with the Spanish Armada, which failed. Spain 
remained a major threat to Elizabeth’s rule and England’s security.

Gender:
Queen Elizabeth I faced problems because she was a woman ruler in a time when people believed 
women were too weak to rule, so some doubted her authority and ability to lead the country. She was 
under constant pressure to marry because many believed England needed a king to rule alongside 
her and to produce an heir, but Elizabeth feared marriage would make her lose power. To show her 
self-confidence and strength, she used portraits that presented her as powerful, wealthy and in 
control, often with symbols like crowns and fine clothing. By choosing not to marry and carefully 
controlling her image, Elizabeth proved she could rule successfully on her own.
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