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Woodham Academy 
Policy Document 

 

Children with health needs who cannot attend  

school policy  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Summary 
 

This policy aims to ensure that: 

• Suitable education is arranged for pupils on roll who cannot attend school due to health needs 

• Pupils, staff and parents understand what the school is responsible for when this education is being 
provided by the local authority 

 
Date adopted: January 2023 

 
Review date:  Annually 

 
Last Reviewed: April 2026 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Key staff involved in the policy 

Role Name(s) 

Leadership Group S. McGinnety 

Other N/A 

 
 
1.  Legislation and guidance 
This policy reflects the requirements of the Education Act 1996 and The Educational (Pupil 
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. 

 
It is also based on the following statutory guidance from the Department of Education (DfE): 

 
Summary_of_responsibilities_where_a_mental_health_issue_is_affecting_attendance 

 

Arranging_Alternative_Provision_ February 2025 
 

Arranging_education_for_children_who_cannot_attend_school_because_of_health_needs 
 

 
It also based on guidance provided by our local authority, Durham. Further information from Durham 

County Council, can be found at: 
 
Education Health Needs team 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/63ee20a3d3bf7f62e5f76ba4/Summary_of_responsibilities_where_a_mental_health_issue_is_affecting_attendance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a1ee367da1f1ac64e5fe2c/Arranging_Alternative_Provision_-_A_Guide_for_Local_Authorities_and_Schools.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/657995f0254aaa000d050bff/Arranging_education_for_children_who_cannot_attend_school_because_of_health_needs.pdf
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/25720/Education-Health-Needs
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Education-for-children-out-of-school-or-in-hospital-due-to-medical-or-mental-health-needs 
 

Support-for-children-with-health-needs 
 
This policy also complies with our funding agreement and articles of association. 

 
 
2.  The responsibilities of the school 
 

2.1 If the school makes arrangements; 
 

Initially, the school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable education for children with 
health needs who cannot attend school.  In instances of long-term or repeated absence for the same 

reason, medical evidence will be needed from a specialised medical professional, such as NHS 
Consultant or CAMHS clinician in order to assess the most appropriate support route. Woodham 
Academy have a responsibility to alert the local authority if a pupil is absent from school because of a 

medical or identified mental health problem for more than 15 working days within one academic year. 
 

Arrangements may include; sending work home, considering a temporary reduced or adapted 
timetable, referral to Education Health Needs Team or other support services, as appropriate to each 

individual’s level of need.  

 
When a child has complex or long-term health issues, school will work with the local authority, 
parents/carers and the relevant health services to decide how best to meet the child’s needs (e.g. 

through individual support, arranging alternative provision or by them remaining at school, being 
supported at home and back into school after each absence) 

  
 

• Staff that may be responsible for making and monitoring these arrangements are listed below: 
o Mrs S McGinnety, Assistant Headteacher  

o Mr A Bell, Headteacher 
o Mrs K Reynolds, Designated Safeguarding Lead/Senior Mental Health Leader 
o Miss D Patterson, SENCo 

 
 

2.2 If the local authority make arrangements; 
 

If the school can’t make suitable arrangements, Durham Local Authority will become responsible for 
arranging suitable education for these children. Should a referral to County Durham’s  Education 
Health Needs Team be deemed appropriate, the overarching aim is to reintegrate pupils back into 

school wherever possible.  
 

 
In cases where the local authority make arrangements, the school will: 

 

• Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and parents to ensure the 
best outcomes for the pupil 

• Collaborate with the local authority to ensure continuity of provision and consistency of 
curriculum, including making information available about the curriculum. 

• Help make sure that the provision offered to the pupil is as effective as possible and that the child 
can be reintegrated back into school successfully 

• When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to: 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2959/Education-for-children-out-of-school-or-in-hospital-due-to-medical-or-mental-health-needs
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2983/Support-for-children-with-health-needs
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o Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the school, 
allowing the pupil to access the same curriculum and materials that they would have used in 

school as far as possible 
o Enable the pupil to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, invitations to 

school events or internet links to lessons from their school) 

o Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school 

o Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 

 
3. Links to other policies 
This policy links to the following policies: 

• Accessibility plan 

• Supporting pupils with medical conditions 

• Equality policy 
  

 


